July 27, 2020
1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
All Strike Team Kick Off
Join Zoom Meeting
https://kansas.zoom.us/j/99204241375
Password: 542539

Welcome and Process Overview
Rob Roberts, Chair, Miami County Commission
Patty Gentrup, KU Public Management Center
Overview of the COVID-19 Relief Fund process
Hannes Zacharias, KU Professor of Practice
Economic Analysis: Institute for Public Policy and Social Research
Donna Ginther, Executive Director
Break: 2:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. (estimated)
Our Tomorrows: Center for Public Partnerships and Research
Rebecca Gillam, KU Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Closing
Hannes Zacharias, Professor of Practice
Rob Roberts, Chair, Miami County Commission

July 29
Education Strike Team
7:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://kansas.zoom.us/j/94867818887
Meeting ID: 948 6781 8887
Passcode: 07291

And
2 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://kansas.zoom.us/j/96598522994
Meeting ID: 965 9852 2994
Passcode: 07292

Welcome and Kick Off
Carolyn McKnight, KU Director of Community Engagement
COVID-19 Funding Requirement
Carolyn McKnight, KU Director of Community Engagement
To ensure a common understanding regarding the parameters within which CRF funds can be
allocated, a brief review will be provided.
Best Practices
Kiley Heine, KU MPA Fellow
Work has already begun around the United States to address the impacts of COVID-19.
Information regarding those programs will be provided.

Identifying Solutions
All
Each strike team has information related to the economic impact of COVID-19 on Miami County
as well as the personal impact as identified through the Our Tomorrows process. Strike Team
participants will spend the remainder of the morning identifying the realm of possibilities to
make short-term investments in Miami County that will have a lasting impact.
Break at 10:30
Reconvene: 2 p.m.
Proposal Development
Using the template provided, teams will be asked to more fully develop the programs to be
considered for direct aid.
County Commission Review (Estimated to be 4:30 p.m.)
County Commissioners will join the strike teams at the end of the day to receive an overview of
the strike team endeavors. The Commission will not take any action on the proposals at that
time.
A member of the strike team will be asked to provide the overview of each program. In
addition, they will be asked to do the same at the Friday morning (July 31) session.

July 31, 2020
9 a.m. – Noon
All Strike Team Closing Session
Join Zoom Meeting
https://kansas.zoom.us/j/99204241375
Password: 542539

Welcome
Shane Krull, County Administrator

Review of Strike Team Proposals
Strike Team Members
Each Strike Team will be present the proposals they’ve developed for consideration. At the
conclusion of each of the five strike teams, participants will be given an opportunity to prioritize
within each of the categories.

Prioritization of Proposals
Strike Team Members
After all presentations have been made and proposals scored, all strike team participants will
have an opportunity to consider which of the proposals should be prioritized for Commission
Consideration.
Closing Comments
Patty Gentrup, KU Public Management Center

Frequently Asked Questions
The State has issued $400 million of COVID-19 Relief Funds (CRF) to counties across Kansas.
Miami County has received $6.894 million of CRF monies. Those funds can be used for
reimbursement of costs incurred by cities and school districts since March 1 related to the COVID19 outbreak along with providing direct aid to areas of need.
The purpose of this document is to provide a quick reference for some questions pertaining to
Miami County Strike Team categories. Should questions be raised during the strike team process
that are not addressed here and/or for which clarity is needed, our team will be prepared to do
immediate research regarding that issue.

Reimbursable Expenses
1. What percentage of the money received must be reimbursed and what percentage can be
used for direct aid?
There are no limitations on what percentage of funds must be used for reimbursement
versus direct aid. All funds not used for reimbursement can be used for direct aid as long
as those funds are accounted for in the county’s direct aid spending plan.
2. What type of expenses are eligible for CRF reimbursement?
Only necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency of COVID-19
that were not originally accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March
27, 2020 and were incurred between now and December 30, 2020.
3. Schools received some CARES Act funding directly. Do counties reimburse expenses over and
above the amount they received or any expenses they submit?
Schools should not be reimbursed for the same expense twice. If federal funds were used
to pay for any one cost, that cost cannot be claimed by the school at the county level.
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4. Can funds be used for administrative costs and additionally to hire an independent firm to
administer this grant?
Yes, funds can be used for administrative costs. For example, the expense of hiring
accounting services would be an eligible expense.

Direct Aid Eligible Expenses
5. Would providing a consumer grant program to prevent eviction and assist in preventing
homelessness be considered an eligible expense?
Yes, assuming that the recipient considers the grants to be a necessary expense incurred
due to the COVID-19 public health emergency and the grants meet the other
requirements for the use of Fund payments under section 601(d) of the Social Security
Act. As a general matter, providing assistance to recipients to enable them to meet
property tax requirements would not be an eligible use of funds, but exceptions may be
made in the case of assistance designed to prevent foreclosures.
6. Eligible expenditures may include expenditures related to the provision of grants to small
businesses to reimburse the costs of business interruption caused by required closures. What
is meant by “small business,” and does the guidance only refer to expenditures to cover
administrative expenses of such a grant program?
Governments have discretion to determine what payments are necessary. A program that
is aimed at assisting small businesses with the costs of business interruption caused by
required closures should be tailored to assist those businesses in need of such assistance.
The amount of a grant to a small business to reimburse the cost of business interruption
caused by required closures would also be an eligible expenditure under section 601(d)
of the Social Security Act.
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7. Expenses associated with providing economic support, such as expenditures related to
providing grants to small businesses to reimburse the costs of business interruption caused by
required closures, would constitute eligible expenditures of fund payments. Would such
expenditures be eligible in the absence of a stay-at-home order?
Fund payments may be used for economic support in the absence of a stay-at-home order
if such expenditures are determined by the government to be necessary. This may
include, for example, a grant program to benefit small businesses that close voluntarily to
promote social distancing measures or that are affected by decreased customer demand
as a result of COVID-19.

8. Regulations specify that counties are required to consider and incorporate efforts to address
disproportionate impacts (long standing health disparities) on racial minorities in the direct aid
plan. How should counties demonstrate an effort to address long standing health disparities
among racial minority groups?
This is at the discretion of the county. The goal of this section is to encourage counties to
consider programs, planning, and outreach specifically designed to support racial
minority groups disproportionally impacted by COVID-19 (grants for minority-owned
small businesses, specific outreach strategies/partnerships etc.). There will be a portion
of the direct aid application that allows counties to explain how they considered this in
their planning. These issues impact individual counties differently, so it is at the discretion
of the county how their planning operationalizes.

9. Who would be responsible for repayment of denied expenses/ineligible expenses?
Counties are responsible for all funds provided to them, including repayment of ineligible
expenditures. If a county then provides funds from its Round 1 allocation to cities, schools,
businesses, or other entities within their county, the county is responsible for the eligible
spending of those funds. Counties may choose to enter into memorandums of
understanding, resolutions, or other legal agreements with entities they provide funding
to in order to share accounting responsibilities.
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10. What is the approval process for proposals?
All proposals will be reviewed by the County Commission. If approved, it will be sent to
the Strengthening People and Revitalizing Kansas (SPARK) taskforce for further approval
by the state.
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Miami County Strike Teams
COVID Relief Funds Overview
July 23, 2020

Introduction
The week of July 27, Miami County will conduct a process to identify how to best allocate nearly
$7 million in COVID Relief Funds. The purpose of this memo is to provide an overview of this
process.
Process Overview
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES) was enacted on March 27, 2020,
appropriating $150 Billion to states, cities and counties to respond to the Coronavirus Pandemic.
The state of Kansas received nearly $1 billion and allocated $400 million to Kansas counties.
Miami County received $6.894 million in Federal Coronavirus Relief Funds (CRF). Those funds are
to be used for reimbursement of costs incurred since March 1 related to the Covid-19 outbreak
along with direct aid to areas of need. The state requires each CRF plan to be submitted by August
15th. The deadline for these funds to be spent is December 30, 2020.
To determine how to focus Miami County efforts to address critical needs related to economic
development, education, health, and more sweeping societal matters, Miami County
stakeholders will participate in a strike team process. The County has engaged a team from KU’s
Public Management Center to facilitate a process that will result in funding proposals to be
considered by the County Commission in early August. Key to this effort are workshops to be
conducted the week of July 27 with key stakeholders and subject matter experts in five areas:
Education; Workforce Development and Business Stabilization; Housing Assistance; Human and
Family Services; and Digital Access.
The process includes subject matter experts and scholars in the five strike team categories. The
process and will and identify what the future looks like in these areas short-term and long-term
as well as investments in human capital and physical infrastructure should be made now to
prepare for the identified future.

CRF Eligible Uses
Funds may only be used to cover costs that:
1) are necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to
the Coronavirus Disease 2019.
2) were not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020 (the
date of enactment of the CARES Act) for the State or government; and
3) were incurred during the period that begins on March 1, 2020, and ends on December
30, 2020.
Revenue replacement is not a permissible use of the funds. Broad uses are allowed, and the
Treasury Department understands this term to mean that an expenditure “is reasonably
necessary for its intended use in the reasonable judgment of the government officials responsible
for spending Fund payments.”
The Fund is designed to provide ready funding to address unforeseen financial needs and risks
created by the COVID-19 public health emergency. Payroll costs for public health and public
safety employees for services substantially dedicated to mitigating or responding to the COVID19 public health emergency can be considered as eligible expenses.
Additionally, the State of Kansas has outlined that:
1) Allocations could be made to cities and school districts within the County.
2) Population groups within the County disproportionately impacted by Covid-19 should be
considered.
3) Counties will be held responsible for inappropriate use of CRF funds by county and subrecipients.
The following have been deemed as eligible expenses.
1) Transfers to other governments
2) Payroll for public health and safety employees
3) Budgeted personnel and services diverted to a substantially different use
4) Improve telework capabilities of public employees
5) Medical expenses
6) Public health expenses
7) Facilitation of distance learning
8) Provision of economic support
9) Expenses associated with the issuance of tax anticipation notes

CRF Ineligible Expenses
Generally, the following have been deemed as ineligible expenses.
1) Revenue Replacement
2) Capital projects with a completion date beyond December 30, 2020
3) Costs not associated with Covid-19
Strike Team Schedule
Separate meeting invitations and zoom links will be sent for each of these workshops, and
agendas have been provided under separate cover. However, the schedule is as follows:
Date

Time

Team(s)

July 27

1 p.m. – 5 p.m.

All teams represented

9 a.m. -4 p.m.

Workforce Development and
Business Stabilization

July 28

July 29

Midday break anticipated at about
11:30, reconvening at 1 p.m.

7:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
and
2 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
9 a.m. -4 p.m.

July 30

July 31

Housing Assistance

Education

Human and Family Services

Midday break anticipated at about
11:30, reconvening at 1 p.m.

Digital Access

9 a.m. - Noon

All Strike Teams

Miami County

Sensemaking Guide
What is Inside
Background
Community Profile
Themes: Emergent Patterns
Bright Spots
Disruptors
Unmet Needs
Unheard Voices
Strike Team Story Packs

Working Draft:
July 23, 2020
© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Navigating the Guide
SenseMaker is a unique approach to narrative research. The results of a SenseMaker
study are meant to guide decision-making and take action in a complex environment.
Below are three things to keep in mind as you begin to explore this new form of data.

The unit (n) is the story. Most graphs show
percentages based on county story counts.

Be active. The report supports your own sensemaking
and decision-making. Nobody knows your experience
better than you. If your interpretation and ideas differ,
it’s your responsibility to share.

Interpretations of the data are intentionally
provocative to spur your thought process and actions.
The writers of this report do not make any claim that
their interpretations are the only ‘right’ ones.

Please email the Our Tomorrows team- ourtomorrows@ku.edu - if you have
questions or would like clarification.

© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Miami County
The following statistics reflect the demographics of people who shared their story in
Miami County. Our Tomorrows data is not generalizable – the patterns we see are only
based on those who chose to share their story. In some cases, these demographics will
not reflect the actual demographics of the region. Help us by asking people who aren’t
represented to share their story!
These percentages are determined from the datasets of Miami County (n=118) and
statewide (n=1,413).
Each chart is based on the number of stories shared and how respondents
answered questions, not on general demographic data.
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Miami County
Demographics
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Miami County
Demographics
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Miami County
Demographics
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Miami County: Emergent Patterns

Homelife

There is concentration of stories
between “chaotic” and “insecure” –
what does that mean?
Stories shared are primarily about
the impact of COVID. What can
we do now to alleviate some of the
chaos and insecurity that were a part
of the experiences shared as a result
of the pandemic?
What does the lack of stories in the
“threatening” corner tell us?

Security

The pattern of concentration in
this triad seems to follow the same
pattern as the previous slide – what
can we learn from the relationship
between the two triads?
What does the small number of
stories in the “money” corner tell
us about how money and security
interact with one another?
What does it mean that there are
so few responses in the “power
to change their future” corner?
What does it tell us about people’s
priorities right now?
Do you think we would have a
significantly different pattern if the
pandemic was over?
© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Miami County: Emergent Patterns

Government Response

For the purposes of this question, “government” level (federal, state, local) was not specified.
People in Miami county are reporting at a high rate that they believe the government’s
response to COVID-19 was overblown and a waste of resources compared to the rest of the
state--why? What does this say about how people view government services and help? We
also see that families in Miami county feel secure when they have the support of other people.
How could the government’s response reinforce this?

© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Miami County: Emergent Patterns

Resilience

What does the concentration of responses towards the middle of the spectrum mean?
More people are saying their family was unable to recover from the experience than
before; what does this uptick mean? What has changed so significantly that families are
experiencing the inability to recover from hardships?

© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Themes: Emergent Patterns
To help us understand Kansans’ lived experiences, we are focusing on the following key
themes:

We have defined Bright Spots as family experiences of thriving, resilience, and support.
These are the stories we want to amplify and to have more of in our communities.
These can be singular events or ongoing experiences.

We have defined Disruptors as unique and/or singular events that negatively interrupt
a family’s lifecourse broadly and trajectory in early childhood, specifically. Disruptors are
negative experiences from which people need to “bounce back” and might indicate
gaps that present opportunities for further support and programming. Disruptors
include the following categories: unemployment, transportation, housing, health, safety,
family separation, and new child.

We have defined Unmet Needs as ongoing needs that are persistent issues. Unmet
needs are chronic even if triggered by a specific event. The following are included in
this category: stress/anxiety/depression, access to childcare, parenting knowledge,
safety, basic needs, and financial needs.

Unheard Voices are defined as Our Tomorrows experiences shared by vulnerable groups
whose stories are often invisible and who do not have a seat at the decision-making
table. We identified Unheard Voices when a story specifically mentions someone in one
of these groups, or the storyteller self-identifies as a member of one of these groups.
Unheard Voices were coded on narrative content, and are not based on demographic
information. The following are often Unheard Voices we seek to elevate: Low income
working families, incarcerated people, young children not in school, people with
emotional, behavioral, or developmental conditions, people with special health care
needs, people living in poverty in rural areas, people in the foster care system, and nonEnglish speakers.

© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

62 Miami County stories (52.5%) had a bright spot of the
family staying strong.
6 stories (5%) had a bright spot of government policy making things better or
services working well.
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38 Miami County stories (32.2%) were about
unemployment or financial problems that disrupted
respondents’ lives.
Health or health care issues was also a major disruptor in Miami County. 16.9% of
stories focused on health crisis, health care, or ongoing medical problems.
11% of stories did not include a disruptor. This was about 7% lower than the average
in the rest of the state (18%).
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50 Miami County stories (42.4%) were about times
when families helped meet basic needs themselves.
11% of stories were about times when the government helped meet basic needs.
24.6% of stories where about times when respondents did not have help at all.
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59 Miami County stories (50%) were from working class
families.
Working class families, people living in remote or rural areas, and service
providers were the voices most represented in the data set. There were no stories
from immigrants or marginalized gender or racial groups.

© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Miami County
Appendix- Demographic Text
Age

Race/Ethnicity

Miami County respondents identified as:

Miami County respondents identified as:

13 - 17

1.7%

White 89%

18 - 29

7.6%

American Indian or Alaska Native 0%

30 - 44

39.8%

Black or African American 0%

45 - 65

37.3%

Multi-Racial : 0.8%

65+

11%

Hispanic or Latino/a 0.8%

Prefer not to say 2.5%

Native Hawaiwan/Pacific Islander 0.8%
Self-Describe 1.7%
Prefer Not to Say 6.8%

Household Size

Income

1 		

2.5%

2 		

32.2%

$10,000 - $14,999 0%

3 		

13.6%

$15,000 - $19,999 2.5%

4 		

19.5%

$20,000 - $24,999 1.7%

5 		

13.6%

$25,000 - $29,999 1.7%

6 		

7.6%

$30,000 - $34,999 6.8%

7 		

3.4%

$35,000 - $39,999 3.4%

8+ 		

5.9%

$40,000 - $44,999 2.5%

Prefer not to say 1.7%

<$10,000 4.2%

$45,000 - $49,999 3.4%
$50,000 - $59,999 5.9%
$60,000+ 43.2%
Prefer Not to Say 24.6%
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Miami County
Appendix- Demographic Text
Gender
Miami County respondents identified as:
Female 66.9%
Male 25.4%
Self-describe 0.8%
Prefer not to say 6.8%
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Strike Team 1: Education
Surviving
My wife was laid off due to Covid. She has been seeking employment since Early March and had
two promising opportunities early on that fell off due to a hiring freeze because of the pandemic.
Unemployment is running out and we are beginning to struggle financially. Need more job
opportunities.
I lost another family to covid...
Twenty-two years of hard work building a business and it could all be lost due to covid 19. This town
needs quality child care so I am trying to stay open and keep my staff employed. The income is about
half what is needed for payroll. Then there is food, insurance, lessons, transportation, rent, and misc.
expenses. I am trying to survive but it is very worry some. If I have to close it will hurt a lot of people.
Hopefully, a vaccine will end this pandemic soon.
We lost 3 more enrollments due to covid or death in our customer base...
So many of the town people depend on us for child care we elected to stay open and run in the red
as long as we can. Now, our income is one half of the payroll. I have kept most of my long time, loyal
staff. Hired college students to help the elementary students with their lessons so the parents will not
have that stress over that. On top of that, a furnace had to be replaced, the food, and utilities need to
be paid, insurance on the kids and building is $2400.00 a month, the mortgage is $5000.00 a month
all of which have to be paid to help our community. We continue to hope and pray for a financial turn
around as we love this community and want to stay in business for another 22 years.
First Day of School Push Back
With schools being pushed back until after Labor Day, this has made it difficult for my family. My
daughter starts preschool this year and I am saddened that she will not get the full experience. I am
also a teacher so it breaks my heart I still will not be able to see my students for another month and a
half. It will be six months since we have been in school and it just kills me to not be in the classroom
teaching my kids.
My Kids Miss School
When schools shut their doors, my family had a wave of emotions. My kids in elementary and middle
school, both cried not understanding how school could be cancelled. We did our best to adjust to
working at home and doing online school work. My kids were sad, and they were depressed. We did
our best to set up fun areas at our home and do face time or Zoom calls with friends or family. I would
love for school districts to make it a priority to open school back up as normal as possible. The social
elements of school are so important to the growth and development of our youth!
Scared
As a single mother of two young girls, I remember being so scared when covid first hit in the US. I
was unable to work for 6 weeks due to the nation wide shut down. My savings account was running
out and my bills kept coming in. I remember being scared and feeling helpless, a horrible feeling.
The stimulus check came just in time to keep us current with our finances. I'm hopeful to continue
working and not get sick be able to support my family.
© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Single mom
A child at my friend's daycare tested positive for covid. The daycare is shut down. She now has to work
full time from home with three children. She is a single mom. This is a huge hardship for her. She
needs to do her job to provide for her family but now must also care for her children while still trying
to do that job.
How Covid-19 has changed us
Our family spends a lot of time together, family dinners multiple nights a week, BBQ's, birthdays,
anniversaries, and just about any other excuse we can think of to get together. When the coronavirus
pandemic hit our region it changed everything. Several members of our family live with asthma,
COPD, and other conditions that make them more susceptible to catching and having complications
with the virus. Because of that social distancing became our new normal, substituting family dinners
with video chatting and many more phone calls to catch up. My grandparents are in their 80's and
live by themselves, but had lead very active lifestyles. They golf, play cards once a week, go to the
movies every Wednesday afternoon, and go out to eat frequently. Social distancing has had them
stuck at home, by themselves, relying upon others and special times to go shopping for necessities.
My grandfather has said on multiple occasions that staying active is what has kept them going for
so long and it appearance as though he might be correct; his health is declining and not due to any
new illness. We've missed so much precious time during all of this, time that will never get back and
moments that we'll never be able to celebrate again with them. I know this pandemic has affected
countless others, many of which have had more severe outcomes than us, but our hearts are heavy
with the sadness and loneliness we've all been experiencing in this difficult time.
Plan C, D, E, F.....
I was born and grew up in Kansas. Graduated HS the May following 9/11. Graduated with my BA from
KU just as the recession hit. I left Kansas, and the country, to seek job opportunities abroad - got my
MA, started a career, met my husband, started a family and realized how important family was to
me. I immigrated my family back to be with family - well the nation's administrations poor handling
of the virus and Republicans undermining Gov. Kelly's decisions to contain the spread have messed
everything up. My business has had to push back it's launch. My daughter cannot go to school (as
Miami County is not taking things seriously). My family cannot spend time with my children or get to
know the baby. Luckily my husband works for Johnson County and they have been great. We will not
spend our little solo income in Miami County until masks are mandated. Listen to the scientists!!!!!
COVID-19 caused a huge burden on our family
Due to COVID-19, my spouse was unable to attend their scheduled doctors appointments. Being
on a lot of medication and not attending appointments caused my spouse to not be able to reevaluate their medication intake. They ended up passing out and was in the ICU for a week, in critical
condition. Obviously, the bills for this are staggering, especially since I’m not working at the moment.
No COVID stimulus received My husband and I did not receive a stimulus check. It was kept for
back child support for grown children (over 18). My husband is sick and unable to work but I make
too much money for him to receive disability. I was working from home but due to internet service
© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

being too expensive and poor service at times I had to return to the office. We have gotten no relief
or assistance and were forced to take out payday loans. We are in terrible debt. I fear we will never
recover.
Pre-Covid
2. Our family was definitely thriving before covid. Business, friends, community was all looking up.
Then corona hit and we had to take a step back in order to protect those we love. Now that things are
opening back up we are starting to dream again. New business ventures, new friends, new hobbies.
We believe the rest of 2020 will be fruitful and much like how 2020 began. It has been a crazy year, but
in the end we will choose to grow and change from this corona experience.
Possible job loss
Hi, I wanted to share about today. I just found out that the business I work for might be shutting done
again due to the nature of the business... we were basically shut down for 3 months already and I and
other employees lost a lot wages. If this business is shut down again the owner may have to close for
good which would effect a lot of people. I am very worried not only for me and my family for the job
loss but also for the community to lose a great successful business that does so much giving back.
Governor, please don’t shut down Kansas again!!!
Having to close my business after the best year ever
I have been in business as an event venue and services for over 8 years and ended 2019 with the best
year yet and was so excited for the 2020 year. We started renovations to the space we lease, we leased
another location to expand services and we were looking to hire full time staff positions. Then Covid
hit and my events were put on hold and then state and county mandates were put in place and
events continue to cancel and postpone and we are unsure as it continues if we will be able to stay
open to even serve the ones postponed into 2021. So in a 6 month time frame myself and my family
have seen a time of thriving quickly taken away and left to wonder if we will survive.
Do we or don't we?
I am an educator first and foremost. I have had the passion for education since I was 8 years old and
I'm now 57. It's a long time to be helping others. When COVID-19 hit, our world turned upside down.
I had to figure out how to continue to educate adult education students, who have many barriers,
including food, housing, transportation etc. Their worlds are full of trauma. I was also asked to keep
the alternative high school kids moving forward through distance education. It was almost impossible
because the kids and the adults needed the human contact. Just yesterday I held a staff meeting
regarding the issues of COVID-19, the mandates, the mask, what the county commissioners voted,
and the list goes on and on. I have to stay in the middle. I have a job to do. I have to find ways to keep
our programs moving forward in an impossible situation.Am I angry? Yes! BUT I also realize how I
need to channel those feelings. Unfortunately, Others feel differently. Where do we go? How do we do
this? My heart aches for our country because this has become an impossible situation.
Struggling to care for the disabled and the elderly -- and not just during a pandemic.
My 84-year-old mother, who is now suffering from dementia, had to be transferred to St. Anthony's
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in Olathe for an evaluation. There, she fell twice and is now in Life Care Center for rehabilitation. There
are scant resources in Miami County for her and her daughter, age 65, who has has cerebral palsy.
As far as that goes, the resources in Johnson County are limited. Surely, there ought to be some
facility capable of performing geriatric psychological evaluations safely and reliably in a state with
an increasing aging population? Our doctor in Miami County, Jonathan Newkirk, plus caregivers
at Vintage Park at Osawatomie didn't have current information about where to send a patient for
such an evaluation. The former facility that did them, Shawnee Mission Medical Center, bounced
my mother to St. Anthony's, which the director of nursing described as a baby hospital barely off the
ground. It must be. They lost track of my mother, who they later found lying in another patient's room
on the floor, apparently after a fall. She was mobile at that time. She's been confined to a wheelchair
or bed since then. She's slowly learning to reuse her walker after nearly four weeks.
I have 5 kid and married 1 person working...
I am a mom of 5 living at home we have 1 income when schools let out for covid we could not afford
internet connection or monthly fees. All other areas offered free or cheep net with no connection
fees. But not us and the schools said hot spots from phone companies we could use thoses they were
still spendy to add on esp when they had hours cut and living on a budget we liked the homeschool
just was very hard to do my kids had to walk to the library and sit outside to do there school work it
would be nice to have free internet or dirt cheap with no connection fees for people with school aged
kids for them to be home schooled And a idea for miami esp lousburg to add to the town would be a
splash pad for younger kids to do and mabey a skate park. Get kids active and outside more there is
not much for kids to do. Ok since the face mask has started i have gotten picked on and mean looks
and followed at stores becouse i can not wear a mask so i have gotten to the point we tracked to small
towns to shop it may not be mandated here but some people can not get over that thank you
City of osawatomie shut off my electricity even tho i had no job...
City of osawatomie shut off my electricity even tho i made a $200.00 payment. I lost my job due to
covid 19 and they do not allow payments, bill has to be paid in full even tho i had a water leak found
and then i fixed. They told me to contact the churches. No flexibility and no compassion during the
heat with 3 kids at home as well
Masks
I am 73 years old and I care about my health and others health so I ware a mask when I am out in
public. It is ironic that so many other in Miami county people don't care about the health of others
and don't ware a mask. It really disappoints me that my fellow citizens are so unthoughtful.
My daughter's immune system is compromised...
My daughter's immune system is compromised due to having viral meningitis and Guillain Barre
syndrome when she was 12 and the fact that she has chronic histoplasmosis from raising chickens
and working around construction sites. Her boyfriend's sister works in a healthcare office and they
wear masks but one of her co-workers just tested positive. The co-worker is asystematic and has no
symptoms but my daughter and her daughter and boyfriend were at the lake house with the sister all
weekend. Now they had to be tested and can't work or go to school until their tests come back. I can't
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see my daughter or grand-daughter now because I have a mild case of copd and they are afraid of my
getting it from them.
My Leaders Have Failed Me
My hands were shaking. After years of playing the role of the tough man who isn't afraid of
anything, I was terrified. Not terrified for myself, but terrified for the people I love. For my 80-year old
grandparents. For my mother who suffers from chronic respiratory issues that have already caused an
extended hospital stay. For my 60- year old father who is a lifelong smoker. For my siblings who have
severe asthma. I was terrified for my coworkers in the room, most of whom all fell under the blanket
term of high risk. This fear was an instinctual reaction to the plans for restarting my place of work. As
a state employee, I knew that reopening was coming, but sitting in the meeting and hearing about
plans to have hundreds of people (many of whom are under the age of 18) walking through our front
door in mere weeks was jarring. Kansas spent weeks with all its doors shut while only dealing with a
relatively small number of COVID-19 cases. Now I am being told that I would be surrounded by people
right when the number of new cases is spiking? Where is the logic in that? That's like heading to
the storm cellar on a clear, sunny day and then only coming out once you see a funnel cloud. I have
already spent weeks hearing about how safe we are living in a rural community with a small number
of cases, how only about 5% of COVID-19 cases are fatal, and how we will be fine if everyone stays 6 feet
apart and wears masks. But I know that saying we only have a small number of cases is like saying
you don't have to worry about your house being on fire because it's only in one room. The problem
with fire is that it spreads. Quickly. And every minute you waste while it burns, it gets twice as hard
to contain. This virus is a fire. The deadliest fire our modern society has ever dealt with. If you aren't
worried because only 5 percent of COVID patients die, think of the 20 people you love in this world.
Now pick which of them you are willing to lose. There's your 5%. Finally, please do wear your mask
and stay as far away from me as you can. But don't you dare tell me that that is the solution to the
problem. I wear my mask every single day because I care enough about the people around me to try
to keep them alive. Unfortunately, it has become apparent that many people around me don't care
about me enough to deal with warm faces or foggy glasses. At the end of the meeting, I knew we
weren't ready for what's coming. I know we aren't ready for what's coming. So now I get to spend each
day trying to hide the fear of catching the virus at work and then giving it to a relative. Because I know
that, if I lose a family member from this virus, I will spend the rest of my life wondering if I had given
then the illness that caused their death. I know that I couldn't live happily with the nagging idea that I
had inadvertently killed someone I love. Today is my first full day back at work. I am still terrified...
They took the car
Last week my husbands company car was picked up. He has been with the company for 23 years;
literally the only job he’s ever had. Since he was in the restaurant business, Covid shut the doors and
eventually cost him his entire career. This is not a mom and pop restaurant. A major chain of dine
in restaurants. He was furloughed at the end of March, then told he is being laid off completely by
July 31. I’ve worked at home for ten years and make a fraction of his income so I could be home with
our four children and my mother, who we take care of. I’m still working, but if we didn’t have the
added unemployment benefits we would have already lost our home. We are losing our insurance
this month, because it costs too much for us to pay it on our own. He’s been searching for jobs daily
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but no one in his field of expertise is hiring due to instability at this time. We gave our oldest son my
husbands car when he got the company car, so we are now down by one and have to get repairs on
the one I have to drive. So when they took the car it hit home. It’s been a rough few months. We have
anxiety daily but can’t let the kids know...we pray and turn to God and know his timing will be perfect,
but in our imperfect humanity we cry and rage as well at the feeling of helplessness. These are
troubled times and they will pass, and we will keep our faith..but please let it be known that many are
silently suffering from this in more ways than being sick. Please be kind and show love in all things...
you don’t know what’s really happening in others’ lives.
Pandemic Silver linings Playbook
I have an unpopular opinion. It's not that I like the Pandemic, and I am deeply concerned for those
who are affected financially, socially and physically. I wish it were gone; that it never happened; it's
costing me thousands and I have lost opportunities that I will never get back. BUT, I also have been
forced to make changes which I would never have done otherwise. Scary changes, good changes,
and all-in-all, changes that have improved my lifestyle, my mental health, my overall happiness and
quality of life. Our family has opted for 100% quarantine until there is a vaccine or reliable treatment
for COVID-19. I have severe asthma and my husband has moderate primary hypertension. We have
five children, ages ten to 21 years old. Our two college students were bounced from their campuses in
mid March. We pulled our 10th grader, 8th grader and 4th grader out of school before Spring Break.
Their schools closed during break, so I have all my kids at home again. With complete isolation, we do
not leave our property. Groceries are purchased in bulk every 2-3 months. Deliveries are minimized
with the gate locked and a box for deposits. We are very lucky. Lucky to have plenty of room in the
house- no shared bedrooms, a dedicated gaming room, gym, theater- we don't trip over each other.
We are lucky to have lots of outdoor space- a large garden, chickens for eggs, a swimming pool, a
lake to swim in and fish, trails to hike. We're lucky in so many other ways, too. My ten year old got five
extra months with her older sisters who have been gone for three years and two years respectively. My
oldest brought her boyfriend with her. We have gotten to know him like we never would have in any
other situation. My 16 year old optimistically trains for his junior year cross country season with runs
on the trails. One mile intervals and 5ks all within the gates. In between, he's online with friends, took
a computer course at Harvard, and blasts his music in the gym, getting swole. My oldest has taken
online summer classes at her University, adding a second major to her degree (Cognitive Studies BS,
History BA) and will now graduate in December. If she can't be on campus, she will at least save a
semester's worth of tuition. She has taught herself to clean, card, and hand spin wool from our sheep.
THAT would not have happened during her senior year of college! Purchasing angora wool online,
she has made me two gorgeous sweaters that I treasure. My 19 year old and I watch documentaries
every night and trade books on psychology, religion, philosophy, and psychotherapy. She is entering
her senior year of college too, as a pre-med student, but unlike her sister she will go back to campus
this fall. She has also taken summer classes at her school, and will have an easy senior year. I am
so grateful for the extra, intense time with her. My 13 year old has taken up exotic baking- lemon
squares, peanut butter frosted cakes, cherry pie, red white and blue cupcakes for the fourth of July.
We are taking highly staged photos of each creation to build a Pandemic Bake-Off cookbook. My ten
year old is my partner in crime- we garden, cook and preserve our bounty together. She hikes to the
blackberry patch with Dad every morning for breakfast this month, while I chase weeds around the
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garden before it gets too hot. We have planted gladiolas, marigolds, dahlias and pansies, too. She has
collected a turtle, a skink, and a snake so far, feeding them garden treasures like worms and parsley
tops. She raised ten chicks from hatchlings, learning about life, death and how ending up with 8
chickens is a solid result. She has rescued a dozen caterpillars from the garden and watched them
turn into butterflies that she releases. For me, I have slowed down. I have learned to delegate my
business roles and responsibilities and to trust others to do things their way, and still do them well.
This has been a huge challenge in my life, and I now have something resembling balance between
family and work. I have fantastic employees whom I trust and respect. And I have (finally!) gotten out
of their way. I still work, but my pace is different. And I have found that I love my pandemic lifestyle.
I know this will end. I know this is impossibly hard on so many people. So many of my friends and
family are struggling with work, children, social lives and the unknown. COVID-19 is not fair, and it's not
a good thing. My children need to keep evolving, and they will. Soccer practice, proms, fieldtrips, sleep
overs, chess club, dating, college and bars will eventually claim them back from me. But right now,
Coronavirus has hit pause for a moment on the breakneck pace of my life. Five children in five schools,
8 businesses to run, and acres of property and livestock to manage have had me on a hamster wheel
for too long. I have ignored my husband's pleas for me to take a break. I have believed that I had to do
it all, and that I was the only one who could do it right. But Coronavirus doesn't care how important
I think I am, and I have had no choice but to listen. I think that I may look back on my pandemic
experience with fondness; with a sense of nostalgia for the time when I actually LIVED the life that I
have worked so hard to earn. I hope that my children remember 2020 as a time when they had my
full attention, and when we enjoyed each other, without the million distractions of the modern world,
mine and theirs. This has been a good thing.Ahhh- Kanye is thumping through the floor of my office
as I type. Swole Patrol is in the gym again.... I think I may even miss this.
My 10 year old grandson has gained quite a bit of weight...
My 10 year old grandson has gained a lot of weight due to the sedentary lifestyle that COVID has
forced many of us in to. His school year ended early due to the pandemic. He continued with on line
school. Due to the pandemic, his Mom works from home due to her employer's response to reduce
the spread of COVID. Most of the company's employees are still teleworking. My grandson is usually
active in golf,softball, soccer and basketball. He also liked to spend time with his friends. All that
was cancelled this summer. He spends his days on the Xbox live and eating snacks while his Mom
works form home. Xbox is his main contact with his friends. I worry about his emotional and physical
development and how it is being affected by COVID-19. It seems that school, activities and sports will
be affected for awhile. What are we going to do for our kids?
School support
Throughout the pandemic louisburg schools have been supportive of our children and community.
They not only were quick to adapt to online learning and supporting my children emotionally, but
they were helping my pocket book by supplying food for my children. This outing for food was the
one time each day we left the house for months. To see the smiling faces of their teachers potentially
exposing themselves for the sake of the children and their families. The teachers even held drive
through good byes to my second grader who will be in a different school this upcoming year. Their
kindness and devotion continues to bring tears to my eyes. With the upcoming school year looming
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we cannot forget their efforts and we need to show them that we support them. There will be
additional costs incurred during this school year, no matter what happens, and the schools should
not have to beg families for supply donations to keep all the kids and teachers safe. Allow them to
continue to support the community.
Bourgeoisie Bull****
My county held a last minute meeting, giving 30 minutes notice to vote on the governor mask
proposal before the holiday weekend without allowing community members a voice. My school
district has still not given any insight into how to approach the coming school year amidst the
pandemic. I would love to see a community-based approach to recovery not a bourgeoisie ruling
handed down for re-opening.
Help us to help others promote equality
I am an employee of ECKAN in Miami county. ECKAN provides services to the lower socioeconomic
populations. We watch our families struggle on a day to day basis to provide for their families. I can
not give you one specific family as an example as I have almost forty families that I provide services
to. I can honestly say that thru this COVID19 pandemic I have seen many of my families who went
from just surviving into complete sheer panic mode. This was due to individuals losing their jobs
therefore not having any means to support their families. We as employees were mandated to work
from home, but we continued diligently to provide services to those who needed them. As a team we
worked remotely to help those who were not surviving. Luckily there are organizations such as ours
that do have the resources to help others, but we would not have those resources if it were not for the
community. ECKAN is a not-for-profit organization that offers an array of services to those individuals
in need. Help us to help others in our community.
Keeping Family Safe
Keeping family safe. Priority for everyone, right? Now throw in COVID,taking care of an elderly parent
within your home, working outside the home in a place open to the public so household can be
maintained, Hospice workers coming in to help. Then the questions and decisions......is working
outside the home bringing in more exposure to health compromised parent? How do we pay bills
if you don't work? Hospice workers coming in and out.....helpful but is it worth the risk of more
exposure? Family death, no opportunity to grieve and celebrate life with family and friends. This is
truly an unprecedented time in our lifetime. How do we maneuver through all this? Daily briefings,
online news updates, too much information? Not informed? Who do you listen to? Who is there
to listen to you and give advice? This is not a scenario that is unique to just us; it's going on in a
multitude of homes. How do we move forward with the confidence you are making the best decision
for you and your family?
4 out of 5 in online school
When the news broke that all schools in Kansas would close I was devastated. I had already learned
that my husband would be working from home, and was welcoming the company as I’m a stay at
home mom. What I didn’t expect was that my prek3 and 1st grader would be doing online school
as would my husband and myself. He is getting his bachelors degree, and I am getting my masters.
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4 out of 5 of the members of my family were immediately thrown into online school. Thankfully our
schools all did an amazing job and the transition wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be; but for the
first few weeks..we weren’t thriving. We were all hot messes scared of our future; both health and
economic wise
Progress
A few years ago I started a small business that has gradually been growing. In January I had my
biggest month ever and I was really excited. Then COVID 19 hit and my business took a nose dive. Now
I am wondering if I will ever recover.
School provided large boxed of fresh fruit and vegetables every 2 weeks...
A friend of mine has kids in the Liberty or North KC School district (cant remember). Her school
provided the kids free lunches, but also a free box of fresh fruit and vegetables to help the families
provide healthy meals to their kids at the home. When parents cant work and they are paid hourly
they needed more than just a free lunch for their kids. They needed help staying healthy and getting
their bodies prepared to fight COVID of it had to. A healthy body is more important than ever and
eating healthy is expensive.
No materials
My husband is self employed construction worker and when he went to order supplies for a job there
are no construction material available so he is unable to work without materials.
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Strike Team 2: Digital Access
Shopping while wearing a mask.
I went shopping in Walmart in Johnson County (because it was close to an appointment) with a paper
mask on because it was required. It was a first-of-the-month trip, so it was probably 45 minutes or
so. Toward the end of my shopping trip, I was having to lift the bottom of the mask to get a decent
breath, and my chest was tight from trying to breathe normally. It was two hours after I got home
before the tightness of my chest from struggling to breathe through the mask subsided! Thank you,
Miami County Commissioners, for not following the governor's blanket mandate! Shopping in Miami
County is much better!
Out of work
I had lost my job due to an injury, but was able to continue my part time job due to the fact that it was
a seated position and only about 20 hours a week. When COVID hit and everything was closed down
and I lost my job. We are now behind on many bill and are uncertain of how long we will be able to
remain in the house we’ve lived in for the part 12 years
Fire department
I believe we should allocate some of the money to our first responders, and hospital. Also our nursing
homes, rehab homes etc. The people I listed above have been sacrificing their lives to help our
citizens. It’s time to help them out.
Continuing remote learing
With the rise in Covid cases and the vulnerability of adults in my house it became apparent that I will
likely have my Young children at home this fall for school. I work nights and my kids are young. We
continue to stay home and social distance. I feel worried that my adult family members will become
deathly ill from the virus and that home schooling is very difficult. I am not trained as teacher and one
child has severe ADHD and the other ODD. In addition the CDC will not be independently reporting
Covid news from hospitals and I am afraid we won’t get information to help guide us.
6 people at home
We were just surviving. Our internet is ok, but when 6 people have to use it at the same time, we get
into arguments because it slows down to a stop. The teachers on the other end also got kicked off the
Zoom meetings because their internet is worse than ours. At least we have space outside where we
can get away from each other to decompress. I can't imagine only having a yard or less to go to for
escape. We stayed away from everyone during lockdown. It would have been nice to connect better
using internet. Seeing people at BES in Louisburg for the first time made me cry. We NEED human
interaction! The food was a relief so I didn't have to spend a long time in the store to get produce.
Thank you for that. Teaching my 4 kids was terrible. They are all over the board in abilities. We have 2
with learning disorders. They didn't get the services they needed because resources were too limited.
I need two adults to work with them daily. Not just for a chit chat either. They need real work to help
them. The one size fits all was not good. Teachers are so valuable in the school setting. I don't believe
we are heathy enough for that, yet, though. The amount of learning that took place was too small. It
was maybe 10 percent of what the kids should have learned. How can we cover more at home when I
have to teach all 4 of them by myself? I have a job, too. How can I do my job and take care of 4 kids by
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myself? My spouse has a job, too. He was not able to help as much as me, but I had to sacrifice more
of my time for the family. We were just being by. We resorted to the bare minimum in education and
in our jobs. There just wasn't any way 2 adults could do 2 jobs, take care of 4 kids, and keep our sanity.
We just went into autopilot. The essentials got done, but not very well. I want my kids back in school,
but I know that won't last. We need to be told the truth. Is the info we're getting so political that it's
not even the truth anymore?
Working from home woes
My daughters school was cancelled in mid-March. My wife and I both work full-time. We were
fortunate enough to be able to work from home but we are ill-equipped as home schoolers. We
are not teachers and it was difficult to stimulate her little mind and prevent too much screen time.
Distraction was constant as was worry about getting laid off. We were finally able to get her into a
small summer program in June but it is costing us $900 a month. We returned to our offices. My wife
has asthma and no one in Miami County wants to wear a mask. It makes me angry and upset. We are
trying our best to be careful and hope our daughter remains healthy. This is among the most stressful
times I can remember.
WiFi and online school
Living in a rural area means limited companies providing lacking WiFi. Our Att WiFi cuts in and out
all day. My junior in college trying to take finals was VERY stressful as the WiFi would cut out for 5
sometimes 10 minutes at a time, having to take pictures of the computer with his phone and sending
it to professors hoping for understanding. Or one of my high schoolers trying to submit papers and
homework and the work not going through. My children’s grades suffered with the online programs.
There was limited teaching, few assignments, lack of understanding plans, very limited direction
from the school. Schools can’t expect everyone to have WiFi because of expense, location, availability,
etc... I am a single mother with three children. Luckily right now I can afford WiFi but cannot find a
company that can offer constant reliable services because of my remote location, position in my small
town, there is no google fiber here. There needs to be better planning when it comes to our children’s
successes, or lack there off. Does this come down to privilege as well? What about the family that
can not afford WiFi and laptops and cell phones?? You now have 7 million to spend on Miami county
for the covid pandemic, get children what they need. Parents who work need somewhere for their
kids to be, someone to homeschool them. Oh my goodness this is a mess. We live in a two income
world. One income doesn’t cut it. And if that person cannot go to work because they’ve lost their job,
or cannot leave their small children home who would normally be in school, they are in a horrible
position. Money is always spent on “programs” that do nothing. Provide reliable in home WiFi for
children in school so they can be successful. Provide Pay for daycares for our young children so
that parents can continue to work. On another note; who decided Miami county residents aren’t
required to wear masks? Not smart. Let’s make smart choices for our residents, helpful choices for our
residents. Set an example of how somewhere can be successful. SET THE BAR
Specifically regarding COVID, we are doing the best we can to support our patrons...
It's difficult to come up with just one way COVID has impacted the people I work with and the
public we serve. I think right now we all feel like we are simply surviving. We are doing the best we
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can to support our patrons who are suddenly forced to work from, and be educated from, home.
Our services can only reach so many, so we're applying for grants and reallocating our spending to
provide technology and other services as best we can. We hear every day the hardship our patrons
are experiencing because they are unable to access services that we provide that aren't technology
related - there's only so much you can digitize or make available on zoom or social media. Not to
mention what will happen when the ramifications of COVID on the economy in Miami County start
to really show their effects; it will significantly financially alter our ability to provide the services to the
public that they need the most from us and further exacerbate the issue.Half of our staff members
have children and have to figure out how to work and take care of their family needs. When schools
suddenly shut down over Spring Break, we were scrambling trying to figure out how to balance
work and family and somehow continue to be our best selves at both. At this point, we have no idea
what will happen tomorrow, let alone a month from now when schools are supposed to go back
in session. Being unable to plan and prepare effectively, and not knowing if jobs will remain secure
creates incredible stress both in the workplace and at home. One staff member felt she had to retire
because she couldn't risk being exposed to COVID due to on-going health issues of a family member
in her home. Further, we can't hire and train new personnel to work right now because of the
restrictions and potential risks of the coronavirus. Our top priority is public safety, which includes our
own. Our community, just like all communities right now, need help and that help comes in the form
of funding. Funding schools in a new way so that our children can continue to learn and don't get
more behind, because let's face it, there was not a whole lot of education happening during that last
quarter of school. We had no way of being prepared for something like this and unfortunately now
everyone is paying the price. Funding businesses in a new way so that instead of creating gaps in our
economy, we can find ways to provide more resources instead of less. We are incredibly grateful for
the idea of the COVID Relief Funds. Until those funds become a reality, people are going to continue
to be increasingly stressed and scared and all you have to do is watch the news to realize that is not a
good combination.
My Homelessness
In 2012 I went homeless, I had gotten really far behind on my bills, and couldn't keep up. After the
fourth month of not having all of the rent, my landlord asked me to move out. I had to split my family
up, which was the hardest thing I could do, but the best thing for my children, especially my school
aged children. I tried staying with friends, but found out quickly that the people who are willing to
help you the most, aren't always the safest or best places to stay. Knowing that I have no real power
to tell someone how to live or act in their own home, I decided sleeping in my car was a safer option. I
was pregnant, I had a toddler, summer was approaching. To avoid legal charges due to homelessness,
I did a lot of hiding. I kept the mind frame that I couldn't stay in the same place twice or the police
were going to start charging me with trespassing or sleeping in public, or worse endangering a child.
The worst part about it is, there was no help available when I asked for help. I visited many churches
who didn't know where I could get food. I visited many churches who didn't know how I can find safe
shelter. I visited with the SRS/DCF about how can I find a job to help myself, when I have no phone, no
address, and nowhere for my toddler to be; they didn't have answers. I didn't know where else to look
for resources/help, I didn't have a phone, I didn't have internet access, I only had what little gas I had,
I didn't have a way to make any money unless I could bring a child with me. I had a couple of places
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who let me know I could go to big cities for soup kitchens or night shelters, but they didn't know
where they were located exactly, how likely I would get to stay, nor did I have gas to be able to drive
40+ miles on an if and a maybe.
Struggling to care for the disabled and the elderly -- and not just during a pandemic.
My 84-year-old mother, who is now suffering from dementia, had to be transferred to St. Anthony's
in Olathe for an evaluation. There, she fell twice and is now in Life Care Center for rehabilitation. There
are scant resources in Miami County for her and her daughter, age 65, who has has cerebral palsy.
As far as that goes, the resources in Johnson County are limited. Surely, there ought to be some
facility capable of performing geriatric psychological evaluations safely and reliably in a state with
an increasing aging population? Our doctor in Miami County, Jonathan Newkirk, plus caregivers
at Vintage Park at Osawatomie didn't have current information about where to send a patient for
such an evaluation. The former facility that did them, Shawnee Mission Medical Center, bounced
my mother to St. Anthony's, which the director of nursing described as a baby hospital barely off the
ground. It must be. They lost track of my mother, who they later found lying in another patient's room
on the floor, apparently after a fall. She was mobile at that time. She's been confined to a wheelchair
or bed since then. She's slowly learning to reuse her walker after nearly four weeks.
I have 5 kid and married 1 person working...
I am a mom of 5 living at home we have 1 income when schools let out for covid we could not afford
internet connection or monthly fees. All other areas offered free or cheep net with no connection
fees. But not us and the schools said hot spots from phone companies we could use thoses they were
still spendy to add on esp when they had hours cut and living on a budget we liked the homeschool
just was very hard to do my kids had to walk to the library and sit outside to do there school work it
would be nice to have free internet or dirt cheap with no connection fees for people with school aged
kids for them to be home schooled And a idea for miami esp lousburg to add to the town would be a
splash pad for younger kids to do and mabey a skate park. Get kids active and outside more there is
not much for kids to do. Ok since the face mask has started i have gotten picked on and mean looks
and followed at stores becouse i can not wear a mask so i have gotten to the point we tracked to small
towns to shop it may not be mandated here but some people can not get over that thank you
Produce Provided by the School
The school has provided weekly produce boxes for families all summer long. This has been a
tremendous help for families in need and pushes healthy eating at home. Additionally in the area KVC
has provided dairy products and produce as well for families. Because you are never sure what will be
in the boxes it has promoted searches for recipes for things you’d never normally cook. Additionally
this service has made families share with one another and eliminate waste. It has reduced grocery
bills and travel during this time.
Schools out!
Having kids 9-12 years old, I was considering trying them out home alone for a few hours each day
this summer. While on spring break, the email came from the school stating the kids would not be
returning to their classrooms the remainder of the school year. (Insert disbelief, denial, panic, worry,
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fear) I am fortunate to have a position that was deemed essential per quarantine guidelines. However,
that meant my kids would be home alone starting the following week since a sitter from outside our
home wouldn't be possible during quarantine. Without another option, I put the home alone summer
plan in motion a couple months early. Thankfully, without me asking, my employer offered the option
for me to shorten my workdays by a couple hours to allow me to make lunch for my kids and help
them with their Continuous Education assignments. My kids successfully worked their way through
the online schooling and continue to thrive through this pandemic. I am grateful for the help from
other parents and the generosity of my employer. Had I not had an essential position I may have lost
my job. Had I not had a great network of parents to count on, my kids may have missed out on some
things. Had i not wisely chosen our great community I would have worried every second I was away
working. Not knowing a solution for those less fortunate, I hope these relief funds do just that, relieve.
Stay healthy and safe, all.
Sharping the internet We live north of Louisburg.
I had to work from home and My daughter, who had been at Wichita State had online classes. We
had to work out a schedule because we couldn’t be on the internet at the same time. There were also
times where we would have to use our phones as a hot spot because the internet was down. At this
time we have MoKan. I can honestly say it’s horrible. Because we don’t live in town we have to have
a phone to keep the internet. This is a total waste of money, and the fact that it doesn’t always work.
Because of where we live we are limited on the choice of providers.
Pandemic Silver linings Playbook
I have an unpopular opinion. It's not that I like the Pandemic, and I am deeply concerned for those
who are affected financially, socially and physically. I wish it were gone; that it never happened; it's
costing me thousands and I have lost opportunities that I will never get back. BUT, I also have been
forced to make changes which I would never have done otherwise. Scary changes, good changes,
and all-in-all, changes that have improved my lifestyle, my mental health, my overall happiness and
quality of life. Our family has opted for 100% quarantine until there is a vaccine or reliable treatment
for COVID-19. I have severe asthma and my husband has moderate primary hypertension. We have
five children, ages ten to 21 years old. Our two college students were bounced from their campuses in
mid March. We pulled our 10th grader, 8th grader and 4th grader out of school before Spring Break.
Their schools closed during break, so I have all my kids at home again. With complete isolation, we do
not leave our property. Groceries are purchased in bulk every 2-3 months. Deliveries are minimized
with the gate locked and a box for deposits. We are very lucky. Lucky to have plenty of room in the
house- no shared bedrooms, a dedicated gaming room, gym, theater- we don't trip over each other.
We are lucky to have lots of outdoor space- a large garden, chickens for eggs, a swimming pool, a
lake to swim in and fish, trails to hike. We're lucky in so many other ways, too. My ten year old got five
extra months with her older sisters who have been gone for three years and two years respectively. My
oldest brought her boyfriend with her. We have gotten to know him like we never would have in any
other situation. My 16 year old optimistically trains for his junior year cross country season with runs
on the trails. One mile intervals and 5ks all within the gates. In between, he's online with friends, took
a computer course at Harvard, and blasts his music in the gym, getting swole. My oldest has taken
online summer classes at her University, adding a second major to her degree (Cognitive Studies BS,
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History BA) and will now graduate in December. If she can't be on campus, she will at least save a
semester's worth of tuition. She has taught herself to clean, card, and hand spin wool from our sheep.
THAT would not have happened during her senior year of college! Purchasing angora wool online,
she has made me two gorgeous sweaters that I treasure. My 19 year old and I watch documentaries
every night and trade books on psychology, religion, philosophy, and psychotherapy. She is entering
her senior year of college too, as a pre-med student, but unlike her sister she will go back to campus
this fall. She has also taken summer classes at her school, and will have an easy senior year. I am
so grateful for the extra, intense time with her. My 13 year old has taken up exotic baking- lemon
squares, peanut butter frosted cakes, cherry pie, red white and blue cupcakes for the fourth of July.
We are taking highly staged photos of each creation to build a Pandemic Bake-Off cookbook. My ten
year old is my partner in crime- we garden, cook and preserve our bounty together. She hikes to the
blackberry patch with Dad every morning for breakfast this month, while I chase weeds around the
garden before it gets too hot. We have planted gladiolas, marigolds, dahlias and pansies, too. She has
collected a turtle, a skink, and a snake so far, feeding them garden treasures like worms and parsley
tops. She raised ten chicks from hatchlings, learning about life, death and how ending up with 8
chickens is a solid result. She has rescued a dozen caterpillars from the garden and watched them
turn into butterflies that she releases. For me, I have slowed down. I have learned to delegate my
business roles and responsibilities and to trust others to do things their way, and still do them well.
This has been a huge challenge in my life, and I now have something resembling balance between
family and work. I have fantastic employees whom I trust and respect. And I have (finally!) gotten out
of their way. I still work, but my pace is different. And I have found that I love my pandemic lifestyle.
I know this will end. I know this is impossibly hard on so many people. So many of my friends and
family are struggling with work, children, social lives and the unknown. COVID-19 is not fair, and it's not
a good thing. My children need to keep evolving, and they will. Soccer practice, proms, fieldtrips, sleep
overs, chess club, dating, college and bars will eventually claim them back from me. But right now,
Coronavirus has hit pause for a moment on the breakneck pace of my life. Five children in five schools,
8 businesses to run, and acres of property and livestock to manage have had me on a hamster wheel
for too long. I have ignored my husband's pleas for me to take a break. I have believed that I had to do
it all, and that I was the only one who could do it right. But Coronavirus doesn't care how important
I think I am, and I have had no choice but to listen. I think that I may look back on my pandemic
experience with fondness; with a sense of nostalgia for the time when I actually LIVED the life that I
have worked so hard to earn. I hope that my children remember 2020 as a time when they had my
full attention, and when we enjoyed each other, without the million distractions of the modern world,
mine and theirs. This has been a good thing.Ahhh- Kanye is thumping through the floor of my office
as I type. Swole Patrol is in the gym again.... I think I may even miss this.
Internet made school difficult
my daughter needed to complete school work at home. My hisband works in computer automation
and controls and had to work from home at the same time. We pay for mid to upper tier service. Our
internet provider has patchy service and our zoom calls were difficult to work with. Because People's
has expanded everywhere except our quadrant of town, our providers are limited and the internet
that should have worked didn't. If we could get fiber available to us, we would be able to meet our
own needs without further assistance. It is extremely upsetting to feel discriminated against because
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we live in the same quadrant as the duplexes and trailer park. There are many middle class families
here who would like access to high speed internet for home and office use. School is going to end up
being mostly at home this coming year, even if they attempt to start on site. One kid will test positive
for covid and everything will come crashing down. Our children deserve to have the same access to
education as the wealthier portions of town.
Covid's effect on our family's childcare
At the very end of 2019, I had been working very hard in my position as an IT technician. Our company
had many new contracts lined up and had informed me that they were intending to move me
to a new position that included a pay increase. The position itself needed to be created and the
details would be hashed out in the first part of 2020. During this time, I had worked additional
hours in preparation for this new position as well as took a hiatus from college to focus on my new
responsibilities. My wife had just recovered from a hysterectomy to correct cervical cancer that she
had been battling for a few years. We had planned to have children early in our lives as her cancer was
becoming more aggressive and treatment would prevent her from having children. Now that the
surgery was done, she planned to go to college starting the fall semester in 2020 since she has fully
recovered from her surgery and was now able to focus on school. With the promotion coming at the
beginning of the year, we would be able to easily afford child care during her school hours. However,
when Covid hit, my company had lost many of their contracts that were planned for this year. My
promotion had been canceled as well as any raises or bonuses for all employees the entire year. At
this time, my wife was given a scholarship that covered most of her college tuition. However, the
cost of child care for our children amounted to 1,350 per month. With my company doing poorly and
potentially closing offices due to the outbreak, we are unable to cover the child care costs. We had
attempted to pull private student loans to cover this cost but have been rejected. This has caused us
to have to reevaluate my wife going to college and lose her scholarship that would cover almost all of
her tuition.
Covid broke the bank.
Since the lock down to date, covid has burdened me financially and my 20 year old college student.
Although I an considered an essential worker, my employer cut my hours back. I was working 8 hour
days and now I'm working 6 to 7. But the biggest struggle is for my 20 year old daughter. She was a
part time waitress and worked part time for a an after school program for at risk children. Both jobs
ate still on hold at this time and she's having a hard time finding other employment. She's working
weekends only for an organization that takes care of mentally challenged adults, but their funding
has now been reduced. My daughter has tried several times to collect unemployment due to covid.
But has been denied. It's very frustrating! And with her being a college student, she didnt qualify for
the 1200 stimulus check. She's just trying to earn enough money to pay rent. utilities and have food
and fuel.
Help us to help others promote equality
I am an employee of ECKAN in Miami county. ECKAN provides services to the lower socioeconomic
populations. We watch our families struggle on a day to day basis to provide for their families. I can
not give you one specific family as an example as I have almost forty families that I provide services
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to. I can honestly say that thru this COVID19 pandemic I have seen many of my families who went
from just surviving into complete sheer panic mode. This was due to individuals losing their jobs
therefore not having any means to support their families. We as employees were mandated to work
from home, but we continued diligently to provide services to those who needed them. As a team we
worked remotely to help those who were not surviving. Luckily there are organizations such as ours
that do have the resources to help others, but we would not have those resources if it were not for the
community. ECKAN is a not-for-profit organization that offers an array of services to those individuals
in need. Help us to help others in our community.
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Strike Team 3: Human and Family Services
School Meals
I love the school meal program offered on Mondays and Wednesdays. We do not qualify for reduced
or free lunches (despite having 4 children) and this is a huge relief for our food budget all summer.
Since the virus ended my career (mad science instructor supervisor) we need all the help we can get. I
love that our school leaders stand out there each week and support our community.
Desperate and frustrated!!
I suffer from multiple underlying conditions that prohibit me from going out in public (especially
since so many people refuse to wear masks). I suffer from anxiety and was afraid to go to the store
even to get necessities (food, toilet paper, cleaning supplies, and my medications). I attempted to
order these things online for pickup. Many of these staples were not available at all and even items
that showed up online were removed from my cart before checkout. I was frustrated and frightened.
Luckily my daughter stepped up and placed my orders for me. She searched the web and ordered
from multiple stores finally finding the essentials I needed for me and my family. I was able to do my
doctors appointments over the phone. We sewed our own masks but was appalled when even at
the drive thru pharmacy the employees were not wearing masks (when they come in contact with
potential covid patients on a daily basis). I cannot believe that even when the governor of Kansas
ordered people to wear masks she backed down and let individual counties and cities make their own
rulings on the matter. Out citizens are endangered at an alarming rate and people like me who suffer
from underlying illnesses are afraid to go out. Wearing masks should be enforced for the publics’
safety!! The system has failed us and many citizens have just not taken this virus seriously! This has
caused the pandemic!! Wear a mask people! Whether you are forced to or just due to common sense
and courtesy of others in the same situation I am in. Thank you for your consideration.
Fire department
I believe we should allocate some of the money to our first responders, and hospital. Also our nursing
homes, rehab homes etc. The people I listed above have been sacrificing their lives to help our
citizens. It’s time to help them out.
What covid cost us
Since the beginning of covid19 My husband and I have been out of work 3+ mo. I am still out of work &
my husband just went back 2 weeks ago. I will likely have to quit my job as my husband and I are both
immunocompromised and we can not risk sending our kids into a school. Especially in a community
where everyone shrugs it off as not a big deal, or a democratic hoax or whatever other uneducated
reason. We are okay for now, but for how long? There are many unknowns at this point and we are
doing our best to keep our heads above water without getting severely ill.
Renewing a Driver's License
My husband and I are both in the “at risk” group due to age and medical conditions. My husband
needed to renew his Driver’s License this month. Obviously that process has changed. After figuring
out how to get an appointment time via text message, we arrived at the courthouse house at the
scheduled time only to find out the appointment had been pushed forward almost 2 hours. We sat in
our air conditioned car the whole time. When my husband entered, none of the employees and only
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2 customers were wearing masks. I know Miami County has deemed this acceptable, but for citizens
such as my husband this is very stressful. The Driver’s License clerk was very courteous but there was
only one clerk which no doubt accounted for our long wait. Again no matter what the county thinks
about masks, science tells us they protect people. We expect some inconvenience during a pandemic,
but we feel we should be able to feel safe when we are forced to go to the courthouse in person.
Loss of members and reduced sponsors
Last week the funding for my job is questionable. The funds needed to support my salary are on the
line with reduced sponsorship and members not paying their annual dues.
Scared
As a single mother of two young girls, I remember being so scared when covid first hit in the US. I
was unable to work for 6 weeks due to the nation wide shut down. My savings account was running
out and my bills kept coming in. I remember being scared and feeling helpless, a horrible feeling.
The stimulus check came just in time to keep us current with our finances. I'm hopeful to continue
working and not get sick be able to support my family.
Working from home woes
My daughters school was cancelled in mid-March. My wife and I both work full-time. We were
fortunate enough to be able to work from home but we are ill-equipped as home schoolers. We
are not teachers and it was difficult to stimulate her little mind and prevent too much screen time.
Distraction was constant as was worry about getting laid off. We were finally able to get her into a
small summer program in June but it is costing us $900 a month. We returned to our offices. My wife
has asthma and no one in Miami County wants to wear a mask. It makes me angry and upset. We are
trying our best to be careful and hope our daughter remains healthy. This is among the most stressful
times I can remember.
How Covid-19 has changed us
Our family spends a lot of time together, family dinners multiple nights a week, BBQ's, birthdays,
anniversaries, and just about any other excuse we can think of to get together. When the coronavirus
pandemic hit our region it changed everything. Several members of our family live with asthma,
COPD, and other conditions that make them more susceptible to catching and having complications
with the virus. Because of that social distancing became our new normal, substituting family dinners
with video chatting and many more phone calls to catch up. My grandparents are in their 80's and
live by themselves, but had lead very active lifestyles. They golf, play cards once a week, go to the
movies every Wednesday afternoon, and go out to eat frequently. Social distancing has had them
stuck at home, by themselves, relying upon others and special times to go shopping for necessities.
My grandfather has said on multiple occasions that staying active is what has kept them going for
so long and it appearance as though he might be correct; his health is declining and not due to any
new illness. We've missed so much precious time during all of this, time that will never get back and
moments that we'll never be able to celebrate again with them. I know this pandemic has affected
countless others, many of which have had more severe outcomes than us, but our hearts are heavy
with the sadness and loneliness we've all been experiencing in this difficult time.
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Thriving on Meaning and Purpose
Our sustainable farm is overwhelmed with the demand for our products and we couldn't be happier.
We love what we do and fill our souls daily with the meaning and purpose we find in providing clean,
healthy food while taking care of our planet. It's hard work and can be overwhelming but we are truly
grateful for the silver lining in this pandemic for us. Our fervent hope is that the long term outcome
for our food system will be positive to the local, sustainable food system.
Fire/EMS
Please give this money to the county FIRE and EMS workers in this county. And also give this money
to help small businesses struggling to stay a float during these times
Pre-Covid
2. Our family was definitely thriving before covid. Business, friends, community was all looking up.
Then corona hit and we had to take a step back in order to protect those we love. Now that things are
opening back up we are starting to dream again. New business ventures, new friends, new hobbies.
We believe the rest of 2020 will be fruitful and much like how 2020 began. It has been a crazy year, but
in the end we will choose to grow and change from this corona experience.
Cancelled plans affect others
A trip planned for us and two other couples in Miami County was cancelled due to Covid-19. While
not impacting us directly that much, it affected the travel agency and the kennel that would have
boarded our pet. A pet boarding facility that depends entirely on income from pet boarders, is
really struggling. A travel agency that had to cancel all trips for spring, summer, and perhaps fall
and beyond, struggles, too.From a more personal standpoint, as grandparents providing help with
grandkids, it has been difficult to balance care needs with safe distancing measures. Fortunately, our
kids are in occupations that allow them to keep working during the pandemic so income is not an
issue.
My husband has been having some health issues...
My husband has been having some health issues. It’s been very difficult and quite lonely feeling
isolated from visitors that couldn’t come see him. I felt like I wasn’t able to lean on people for support
because of the virus. I’ve been concerned for my community and the mental health of workers at the
grocery store. Seeing them working with tears in their eyes has been hard. 1. Concern for community
staff at grocery store. 2. Concern for my students mental health since school closed. 3. Lack of social
contact has been emotionally draining.
Schools out!
Having kids 9-12 years old, I was considering trying them out home alone for a few hours each day
this summer. While on spring break, the email came from the school stating the kids would not be
returning to their classrooms the remainder of the school year. (Insert disbelief, denial, panic, worry,
fear) I am fortunate to have a position that was deemed essential per quarantine guidelines. However,
that meant my kids would be home alone starting the following week since a sitter from outside our
home wouldn't be possible during quarantine. Without another option, I put the home alone summer
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plan in motion a couple months early. Thankfully, without me asking, my employer offered the option
for me to shorten my workdays by a couple hours to allow me to make lunch for my kids and help
them with their Continuous Education assignments. My kids successfully worked their way through
the online schooling and continue to thrive through this pandemic. I am grateful for the help from
other parents and the generosity of my employer. Had I not had an essential position I may have lost
my job. Had I not had a great network of parents to count on, my kids may have missed out on some
things. Had i not wisely chosen our great community I would have worried every second I was away
working. Not knowing a solution for those less fortunate, I hope these relief funds do just that, relieve.
Stay healthy and safe, all.
Saving her from suicide
As a therapist, I hear all sorts of stories. Since the Corona Virus, people are having to tell their stories in
a bit of a different way. They are having to share them online or on the phone. That gives some people
the space they need to truly share what they are going through. I had one client that started to share
her trauma experience because she did not have to look me in the eyes. When she was done sharing,
she cried and thanked me. She had told me that she felt such relief from sharing that story. Then
she shared that she had, had a suicide plan. Now that she felt this relief, she was not longer going to
commit suicide. She felt like she had someone who cared about her through all of this.
They took the car
Last week my husbands company car was picked up. He has been with the company for 23 years;
literally the only job he’s ever had. Since he was in the restaurant business, Covid shut the doors and
eventually cost him his entire career. This is not a mom and pop restaurant. A major chain of dine
in restaurants. He was furloughed at the end of March, then told he is being laid off completely by
July 31. I’ve worked at home for ten years and make a fraction of his income so I could be home with
our four children and my mother, who we take care of. I’m still working, but if we didn’t have the
added unemployment benefits we would have already lost our home. We are losing our insurance
this month, because it costs too much for us to pay it on our own. He’s been searching for jobs daily
but no one in his field of expertise is hiring due to instability at this time. We gave our oldest son my
husbands car when he got the company car, so we are now down by one and have to get repairs on
the one I have to drive. So when they took the car it hit home. It’s been a rough few months. We have
anxiety daily but can’t let the kids know...we pray and turn to God and know his timing will be perfect,
but in our imperfect humanity we cry and rage as well at the feeling of helplessness. These are
troubled times and they will pass, and we will keep our faith..but please let it be known that many are
silently suffering from this in more ways than being sick. Please be kind and show love in all things...
you don’t know what’s really happening in others’ lives.
Pandemic Silver linings Playbook
I have an unpopular opinion. It's not that I like the Pandemic, and I am deeply concerned for those
who are affected financially, socially and physically. I wish it were gone; that it never happened; it's
costing me thousands and I have lost opportunities that I will never get back. BUT, I also have been
forced to make changes which I would never have done otherwise. Scary changes, good changes,
and all-in-all, changes that have improved my lifestyle, my mental health, my overall happiness and
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quality of life. Our family has opted for 100% quarantine until there is a vaccine or reliable treatment
for COVID-19. I have severe asthma and my husband has moderate primary hypertension. We have
five children, ages ten to 21 years old. Our two college students were bounced from their campuses in
mid March. We pulled our 10th grader, 8th grader and 4th grader out of school before Spring Break.
Their schools closed during break, so I have all my kids at home again. With complete isolation, we do
not leave our property. Groceries are purchased in bulk every 2-3 months. Deliveries are minimized
with the gate locked and a box for deposits. We are very lucky. Lucky to have plenty of room in the
house- no shared bedrooms, a dedicated gaming room, gym, theater- we don't trip over each other.
We are lucky to have lots of outdoor space- a large garden, chickens for eggs, a swimming pool, a
lake to swim in and fish, trails to hike. We're lucky in so many other ways, too. My ten year old got five
extra months with her older sisters who have been gone for three years and two years respectively. My
oldest brought her boyfriend with her. We have gotten to know him like we never would have in any
other situation. My 16 year old optimistically trains for his junior year cross country season with runs
on the trails. One mile intervals and 5ks all within the gates. In between, he's online with friends, took
a computer course at Harvard, and blasts his music in the gym, getting swole. My oldest has taken
online summer classes at her University, adding a second major to her degree (Cognitive Studies BS,
History BA) and will now graduate in December. If she can't be on campus, she will at least save a
semester's worth of tuition. She has taught herself to clean, card, and hand spin wool from our sheep.
THAT would not have happened during her senior year of college! Purchasing angora wool online,
she has made me two gorgeous sweaters that I treasure. My 19 year old and I watch documentaries
every night and trade books on psychology, religion, philosophy, and psychotherapy. She is entering
her senior year of college too, as a pre-med student, but unlike her sister she will go back to campus
this fall. She has also taken summer classes at her school, and will have an easy senior year. I am
so grateful for the extra, intense time with her. My 13 year old has taken up exotic baking- lemon
squares, peanut butter frosted cakes, cherry pie, red white and blue cupcakes for the fourth of July.
We are taking highly staged photos of each creation to build a Pandemic Bake-Off cookbook. My ten
year old is my partner in crime- we garden, cook and preserve our bounty together. She hikes to the
blackberry patch with Dad every morning for breakfast this month, while I chase weeds around the
garden before it gets too hot. We have planted gladiolas, marigolds, dahlias and pansies, too. She has
collected a turtle, a skink, and a snake so far, feeding them garden treasures like worms and parsley
tops. She raised ten chicks from hatchlings, learning about life, death and how ending up with 8
chickens is a solid result. She has rescued a dozen caterpillars from the garden and watched them
turn into butterflies that she releases. For me, I have slowed down. I have learned to delegate my
business roles and responsibilities and to trust others to do things their way, and still do them well.
This has been a huge challenge in my life, and I now have something resembling balance between
family and work. I have fantastic employees whom I trust and respect. And I have (finally!) gotten out
of their way. I still work, but my pace is different. And I have found that I love my pandemic lifestyle.
I know this will end. I know this is impossibly hard on so many people. So many of my friends and
family are struggling with work, children, social lives and the unknown. COVID-19 is not fair, and it's not
a good thing. My children need to keep evolving, and they will. Soccer practice, proms, fieldtrips, sleep
overs, chess club, dating, college and bars will eventually claim them back from me. But right now,
Coronavirus has hit pause for a moment on the breakneck pace of my life. Five children in five schools,
8 businesses to run, and acres of property and livestock to manage have had me on a hamster wheel
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for too long. I have ignored my husband's pleas for me to take a break. I have believed that I had to do
it all, and that I was the only one who could do it right. But Coronavirus doesn't care how important
I think I am, and I have had no choice but to listen. I think that I may look back on my pandemic
experience with fondness; with a sense of nostalgia for the time when I actually LIVED the life that I
have worked so hard to earn. I hope that my children remember 2020 as a time when they had my
full attention, and when we enjoyed each other, without the million distractions of the modern world,
mine and theirs. This has been a good thing.Ahhh- Kanye is thumping through the floor of my office
as I type. Swole Patrol is in the gym again.... I think I may even miss this.
School support
Throughout the pandemic louisburg schools have been supportive of our children and community.
They not only were quick to adapt to online learning and supporting my children emotionally, but
they were helping my pocket book by supplying food for my children. This outing for food was the
one time each day we left the house for months. To see the smiling faces of their teachers potentially
exposing themselves for the sake of the children and their families. The teachers even held drive
through good byes to my second grader who will be in a different school this upcoming year. Their
kindness and devotion continues to bring tears to my eyes. With the upcoming school year looming
we cannot forget their efforts and we need to show them that we support them. There will be
additional costs incurred during this school year, no matter what happens, and the schools should
not have to beg families for supply donations to keep all the kids and teachers safe. Allow them to
continue to support the community.
Covid
I am self employed. My job has been the root of our lives. It has given us the ability to live a good life.
I stand fo a living and clients are essential to my job. January I had to have Ankle surgery where a 3
week healing period took much longer. I developed a pressure wound on my ankle. So what was to be
3 weeks off became 8. Thanks to my family and friend for helping me through not being able to work
I just made it to my start date of March 16th. I was able to to work 2 days when Covid hit!No income for
weeks prior, I was in bad dept. Another 8 weeks before any bailout just paid for 1 mortgage payment.
Next ballout paid some CC dept. I have lost a great deal in Covid. Clients for my job is a huge one.
Without my clients and the income I was used to has hurt us greatly. Now with Covid being so close to
home who knows how long before my job becomes Non Essential again. I pray for any relief and help!
God Bless
Less hours at work less money
With everything going on my husband works less hours. With having a BIG family of 8 that has hurt
us. We had to which bills to pay this month and late. But with the library giving out free summer
lunches it has helped us out along with the food pantry.
Help us to help others promote equality
I am an employee of ECKAN in Miami county. ECKAN provides services to the lower socioeconomic
populations. We watch our families struggle on a day to day basis to provide for their families. I can
not give you one specific family as an example as I have almost forty families that I provide services
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to. I can honestly say that thru this COVID19 pandemic I have seen many of my families who went
from just surviving into complete sheer panic mode. This was due to individuals losing their jobs
therefore not having any means to support their families. We as employees were mandated to work
from home, but we continued diligently to provide services to those who needed them. As a team we
worked remotely to help those who were not surviving. Luckily there are organizations such as ours
that do have the resources to help others, but we would not have those resources if it were not for the
community. ECKAN is a not-for-profit organization that offers an array of services to those individuals
in need. Help us to help others in our community.
Keeping Family Safe
Keeping family safe. Priority for everyone, right? Now throw in COVID,taking care of an elderly parent
within your home, working outside the home in a place open to the public so household can be
maintained, Hospice workers coming in to help. Then the questions and decisions......is working
outside the home bringing in more exposure to health compromised parent? How do we pay bills
if you don't work? Hospice workers coming in and out.....helpful but is it worth the risk of more
exposure? Family death, no opportunity to grieve and celebrate life with family and friends. This is
truly an unprecedented time in our lifetime. How do we maneuver through all this? Daily briefings,
online news updates, too much information? Not informed? Who do you listen to? Who is there
to listen to you and give advice? This is not a scenario that is unique to just us; it's going on in a
multitude of homes. How do we move forward with the confidence you are making the best decision
for you and your family?
4 out of 5 in online school
When the news broke that all schools in Kansas would close I was devastated. I had already learned
that my husband would be working from home, and was welcoming the company as I’m a stay at
home mom. What I didn’t expect was that my prek3 and 1st grader would be doing online school
as would my husband and myself. He is getting his bachelors degree, and I am getting my masters.
4 out of 5 of the members of my family were immediately thrown into online school. Thankfully our
schools all did an amazing job and the transition wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be; but for the
first few weeks..we weren’t thriving. We were all hot messes scared of our future; both health and
economic wise.
What to do about school this year
This has been a just surviving week for us. You see, our children have been attending a private Catholic
school. As we have watched cases of coronavirus increase and heard the governor postpone the start
date for school, the anxiety of the unknown is wearing. We are supposed to pick up tuition packets
next week. The question is, how do you afford to pay for a private school education if your child doesn't
actually get to attend? Will they get to go full time? What if they have to go part time? What if there's
a coronavirus outbreak and our little brick-and-mortar school closes? A private education is expensive
and maybe a free, virtual program like K12 would be easier. If we, and other families like us, don't send
our kids to the school, how does it survive this season? The list of questions is endless and no one
seems to have good answers.
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Son's wedding
My son and fiancé had spent a year planning their wedding and paying for the entire event
themselves. Their big day was planned for early July. Then the shutdown happened. They were on
pins and needles the wedding would be canceled. The state opened up prior to their wedding so the
show was on! My son wasn't sure if that was good or bad. While they didn't want to change dates, they
also realized some family and guests might not feel comfortable coming. And since the state had
reopened, the venue would not allow for a date change anyway so it was full steam ahead with the
wedding. They had invited about 210 and ended up with just under 150 persons coming. They ended
up losing money as numbers for the catering had to be turned in 2 weeks prior. Most guests canceled
just a few days prior to the wedding when COVID-19 numbers in Kansas began to rise dramatically.Of
course there were at-risk persons at the wedding - grandparents and others. We are anxiously waiting
to see if we become a cluster. We are at post-wedding Day 6 so we are hopeful that we are over the
hump as medical experts say most persons show symptoms between days 2-5. While a wedding
is a big deal in the lives of the couple and their families, in the grand scheme of thing it compares
to nothing for those that have contracted COVID-19, lost jobs or had work hours cut, lost daycare
or faced other life-altering situations.For my son and his bride they continue to face an uncertain
future as both are educators and my son coaches school sports. He told me that if school sports are
canceled his income will drop by more than $5,000 from his coaching and extra school duties. That's a
significant hit to a young couple just starting out. Heck, that's a hit to anyone's financial stability. And
they aren't even sure what school will look like and worry that if schools turn to online-only classes
again they may face a reduction in their salaries.
School provided large boxed of fresh fruit and vegetables every 2 weeks...
A friend of mine has kids in the Liberty or North KC School district (cant remember). Her school
provided the kids free lunches, but also a free box of fresh fruit and vegetables to help the families
provide healthy meals to their kids at the home. When parents cant work and they are paid hourly
they needed more than just a free lunch for their kids. They needed help staying healthy and getting
their bodies prepared to fight COVID of it had to. A healthy body is more important than ever and
eating healthy is expensive.
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Strike Team 4: Housing Assistance
Surviving
My wife was laid off due to Covid. She has been seeking employment since Early March and had
two promising opportunities early on that fell off due to a hiring freeze because of the pandemic.
Unemployment is running out and we are beginning to struggle financially. Need more job
opportunities.
I lost another family to covid. This makes 55 famlies which have left since March...
Twenty-two years of hard work building a business and it could all be lost due to covid 19. This town
needs quality child care so I am trying to stay open and keep my staff employed. The income is about
half what is needed for payroll. Then there is food, insurance, lessons, transportation, rent, and misc.
expenses. I am trying to survive but it is very worry some. If I have to close it will hurt a lot of people.
Hopefully, a vaccine will end this pandemic soon.
We lost 3 more enrollments due to covid or death in our customer base...
So many of the town people depend on us for child care we elected to stay open and run in the red
as long as we can. Now, our income is one half of the payroll. I have kept most of my long time, loyal
staff. Hired college students to help the elementary students with their lessons so the parents will not
have that stress over that. On top of that, a furnace had to be replaced, the food, and utilities need to
be paid, insurance on the kids and building is $2400.00 a month, the mortgage is $5000.00 a month
all of which have to be paid to help our community. We continue to hope and pray for a financial turn
around as we love this community and want to stay in business for another 22 years.
First Day of School Push Back
With schools being pushed back until after Labor Day, this has made it difficult for my family. My
daughter starts preschool this year and I am saddened that she will not get the full experience. I am
also a teacher so it breaks my heart I still will not be able to see my students for another month and a
half. It will be six months since we have been in school and it just kills me to not be in the classroom
teaching my kids.
My Kids Miss School
When schools shut their doors, my family had a wave of emotions. My kids in elementary and middle
school, both cried not understanding how school could be cancelled. We did our best to adjust to
working at home and doing online school work. My kids were sad, and they were depressed. We did
our best to set up fun areas at our home and do face time or Zoom calls with friends or family. I would
love for school districts to make it a priority to open school back up as normal as possible. The social
elements of school are so important to the growth and development of our youth!
Scared As a single mother of two young girls, I remember being so scared when covid first hit in
the US. I was unable to work for 6 weeks due to the nation wide shut down. My savings account was
running out and my bills kept coming in. I remember being scared and feeling helpless, a horrible
feeling. The stimulus check came just in time to keep us current with our finances. I'm hopeful to
continue working and not get sick be able to support my family.
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How Covid-19 has changed us
Our family spends a lot of time together, family dinners multiple nights a week, BBQ's, birthdays,
anniversaries, and just about any other excuse we can think of to get together. When the coronavirus
pandemic hit our region it changed everything. Several members of our family live with asthma,
COPD, and other conditions that make them more susceptible to catching and having complications
with the virus. Because of that social distancing became our new normal, substituting family dinners
with video chatting and many more phone calls to catch up. My grandparents are in their 80's and
live by themselves, but had lead very active lifestyles. They golf, play cards once a week, go to the
movies every Wednesday afternoon, and go out to eat frequently. Social distancing has had them
stuck at home, by themselves, relying upon others and special times to go shopping for necessities.
My grandfather has said on multiple occasions that staying active is what has kept them going for
so long and it appearance as though he might be correct; his health is declining and not due to any
new illness. We've missed so much precious time during all of this, time that will never get back and
moments that we'll never be able to celebrate again with them. I know this pandemic has affected
countless others, many of which have had more severe outcomes than us, but our hearts are heavy
with the sadness and loneliness we've all been experiencing in this difficult time.
Plan C, D, E, F.....
I was born and grew up in Kansas. Graduated HS the May following 9/11. Graduated with my BA from
KU just as the recession hit. I left Kansas, and the country, to seek job opportunities abroad - got my
MA, started a career, met my husband, started a family and realized how important family was to
me. I immigrated my family back to be with family - well the nation's administrations poor handling
of the virus and Republicans undermining Gov. Kelly's decisions to contain the spread have messed
everything up. My business has had to push back it's launch. My daughter cannot go to school (as
Miami County is not taking things seriously). My family cannot spend time with my children or get to
know the baby. Luckily my husband works for Johnson County and they have been great. We will not
spend our little solo income in Miami County until masks are mandated. Listen to the scientists!!!!!
COVID-19 caused a huge burden on our family
Due to COVID-19, my spouse was unable to attend their scheduled doctors appointments. Being
on a lot of medication and not attending appointments caused my spouse to not be able to reevaluate their medication intake. They ended up passing out and was in the ICU for a week, in critical
condition. Obviously, the bills for this are staggering, especially since I’m not working at the moment.
No COVID stimulus received My husband and I did not receive a stimulus check. It was kept for
back child support for grown children (over 18). My husband is sick and unable to work but I make
too much money for him to receive disability. I was working from home but due to internet service
being too expensive and poor service at times I had to return to the office. We have gotten no relief
or assistance and were forced to take out payday loans. We are in terrible debt. I fear we will never
recover.
Staffing Cutbacks: Healthcare Facilities = COVID-19
Society thinks of healthcare workers as being essential employees who are burned out from care of
COVID-19 patients. The reality, however, is that a significant number of healthcare workers are actually
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losing work due to COVID-19. Because patients are afraid to contract this virus, they are discharging
home or with family instead of continuing necessary, physician-ordered care at a new facility (skilled
nursing, outpatient services, acute rehab). Because of this, the majority of our healthcare employees
have lost full time hours and many have been furloughed or laid off entirely. Society does not know
about the huge negative impact COVID-19 has on healthcare job security and, in turn, their families.
Healthcare facilities are viewed as hubs for COVID-19 because of the population they serve, and
because of the rumors of rampant cases of the virus in healthcare settings. It would be greatly helpful
for Miami County to designate funds to healthcare facilities to rebuild positive reputation in the
community via marketing support, facility enhancements that encourage the increase of admissions,
and ability to return to giving back to the community they were previously able to support.
Pre-Covid
2. Our family was definitely thriving before covid. Business, friends, community was all looking up.
Then corona hit and we had to take a step back in order to protect those we love. Now that things are
opening back up we are starting to dream again. New business ventures, new friends, new hobbies.
We believe the rest of 2020 will be fruitful and much like how 2020 began. It has been a crazy year, but
in the end we will choose to grow and change from this corona experience.
Possible job loss
Hi, I wanted to share about today. I just found out that the business I work for might be shutting done
again due to the nature of the business... we were basically shut down for 3 months already and I and
other employees lost a lot wages. If this business is shut down again the owner may have to close for
good which would effect a lot of people. I am very worried not only for me and my family for the job
loss but also for the community to lose a great successful business that does so much giving back.
Governor, please don’t shut down Kansas again!!!
Having to close my business after the best year ever
I have been in business as an event venue and services for over 8 years and ended 2019 with the best
year yet and was so excited for the 2020 year. We started renovations to the space we lease, we leased
another location to expand services and we were looking to hire full time staff positions. Then Covid
hit and my events were put on hold and then state and county mandates were put in place and
events continue to cancel and postpone and we are unsure as it continues if we will be able to stay
open to even serve the ones postponed into 2021. So in a 6 month time frame myself and my family
have seen a time of thriving quickly taken away and left to wonder if we will survive.
Do we or don't we?
I am an educator first and foremost. I have had the passion for education since I was 8 years old and
I'm now 57. It's a long time to be helping others. When COVID-19 hit, our world turned upside down.
I had to figure out how to continue to educate adult education students, who have many barriers,
including food, housing, transportation etc. Their worlds are full of trauma. I was also asked to keep
the alternative high school kids moving forward through distance education. It was almost impossible
because the kids and the adults needed the human contact. Just yesterday I held a staff meeting
regarding the issues of COVID-19, the mandates, the mask, what the county commissioners voted,
© 2020 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

and the list goes on and on. I have to stay in the middle. I have a job to do. I have to find ways to keep
our programs moving forward in an impossible situation.Am I angry? Yes! BUT I also realize how I
need to channel those feelings. Unfortunately, Others feel differently. Where do we go? How do we do
this? My heart aches for our country because this has become an impossible situation.
Struggling to care for the disabled and the elderly -- and not just during a pandemic.
My 84-year-old mother, who is now suffering from dementia, had to be transferred to St. Anthony's
in Olathe for an evaluation. There, she fell twice and is now in Life Care Center for rehabilitation. There
are scant resources in Miami County for her and her daughter, age 65, who has has cerebral palsy.
As far as that goes, the resources in Johnson County are limited. Surely, there ought to be some
facility capable of performing geriatric psychological evaluations safely and reliably in a state with
an increasing aging population? Our doctor in Miami County, Jonathan Newkirk, plus caregivers
at Vintage Park at Osawatomie didn't have current information about where to send a patient for
such an evaluation. The former facility that did them, Shawnee Mission Medical Center, bounced
my mother to St. Anthony's, which the director of nursing described as a baby hospital barely off the
ground. It must be. They lost track of my mother, who they later found lying in another patient's room
on the floor, apparently after a fall. She was mobile at that time. She's been confined to a wheelchair
or bed since then. She's slowly learning to reuse her walker after nearly four weeks.
I have 5 kid and married 1 person working...
I am a mom of 5 living at home we have 1 income when schools let out for covid we could not afford
internet connection or monthly fees. All other areas offered free or cheep net with no connection
fees. But not us and the schools said hot spots from phone companies we could use thoses they were
still spendy to add on esp when they had hours cut and living on a budget we liked the homeschool
just was very hard to do my kids had to walk to the library and sit outside to do there school work it
would be nice to have free internet or dirt cheap with no connection fees for people with school aged
kids for them to be home schooled And a idea for miami esp lousburg to add to the town would be a
splash pad for younger kids to do and mabey a skate park. Get kids active and outside more there is
not much for kids to do. Ok since the face mask has started i have gotten picked on and mean looks
and followed at stores becouse i can not wear a mask so i have gotten to the point we tracked to small
towns to shop it may not be mandated here but some people can not get over that thank you
City of osawatomie shut off my electricity even tho i had no job...
City of osawatomie shut off my electricity even tho i made a $200.00 payment. I lost my job due to
covid 19 and they do not allow payments, bill has to be paid in full even tho i had a water leak found
and then i fixed. They told me to contact the churches. No flexibility and no compassion during the
heat with 3 kids at home as well
My daughter's immune system is compromised...
My daughter's immune system is compromised due to having viral meningitis and Guillain Barre
syndrome when she was 12 and the fact that she has chronic histoplasmosis from raising chickens
and working around construction sites. Her boyfriend's sister works in a healthcare office and they
wear masks but one of her co-workers just tested positive. The co-worker is asystematic and has no
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symptoms but my daughter and her daughter and boyfriend were at the lake house with the sister all
weekend. Now they had to be tested and can't work or go to school until their tests come back. I can't
see my daughter or grand-daughter now because I have a mild case of copd and they are afraid of my
getting it from them.
My Leaders Have Failed Me
My hands were shaking. After years of playing the role of the tough man who isn't afraid of
anything, I was terrified. Not terrified for myself, but terrified for the people I love. For my 80-year old
grandparents. For my mother who suffers from chronic respiratory issues that have already caused an
extended hospital stay. For my 60- year old father who is a lifelong smoker. For my siblings who have
severe asthma. I was terrified for my coworkers in the room, most of whom all fell under the blanket
term of high risk. This fear was an instinctual reaction to the plans for restarting my place of work. As
a state employee, I knew that reopening was coming, but sitting in the meeting and hearing about
plans to have hundreds of people (many of whom are under the age of 18) walking through our front
door in mere weeks was jarring. Kansas spent weeks with all its doors shut while only dealing with a
relatively small number of COVID-19 cases. Now I am being told that I would be surrounded by people
right when the number of new cases is spiking? Where is the logic in that? That's like heading to
the storm cellar on a clear, sunny day and then only coming out once you see a funnel cloud. I have
already spent weeks hearing about how safe we are living in a rural community with a small number
of cases, how only about 5% of COVID-19 cases are fatal, and how we will be fine if everyone stays 6 feet
apart and wears masks. But I know that saying we only have a small number of cases is like saying
you don't have to worry about your house being on fire because it's only in one room. The problem
with fire is that it spreads. Quickly. And every minute you waste while it burns, it gets twice as hard
to contain. This virus is a fire. The deadliest fire our modern society has ever dealt with. If you aren't
worried because only 5 percent of COVID patients die, think of the 20 people you love in this world.
Now pick which of them you are willing to lose. There's your 5%. Finally, please do wear your mask
and stay as far away from me as you can. But don't you dare tell me that that is the solution to the
problem. I wear my mask every single day because I care enough about the people around me to try
to keep them alive. Unfortunately, it has become apparent that many people around me don't care
about me enough to deal with warm faces or foggy glasses. At the end of the meeting, I knew we
weren't ready for what's coming. I know we aren't ready for what's coming. So now I get to spend each
day trying to hide the fear of catching the virus at work and then giving it to a relative. Because I know
that, if I lose a family member from this virus, I will spend the rest of my life wondering if I had given
then the illness that caused their death. I know that I couldn't live happily with the nagging idea that I
had inadvertently killed someone I love. Today is my first full day back at work. I am still terrified..
.
They took the car
Last week my husbands company car was picked up. He has been with the company for 23 years;
literally the only job he’s ever had. Since he was in the restaurant business, Covid shut the doors and
eventually cost him his entire career. This is not a mom and pop restaurant. A major chain of dine
in restaurants. He was furloughed at the end of March, then told he is being laid off completely by
July 31. I’ve worked at home for ten years and make a fraction of his income so I could be home with
our four children and my mother, who we take care of. I’m still working, but if we didn’t have the
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added unemployment benefits we would have already lost our home. We are losing our insurance
this month, because it costs too much for us to pay it on our own. He’s been searching for jobs daily
but no one in his field of expertise is hiring due to instability at this time. We gave our oldest son my
husbands car when he got the company car, so we are now down by one and have to get repairs on
the one I have to drive. So when they took the car it hit home. It’s been a rough few months. We have
anxiety daily but can’t let the kids know...we pray and turn to God and know his timing will be perfect,
but in our imperfect humanity we cry and rage as well at the feeling of helplessness. These are
troubled times and they will pass, and we will keep our faith..but please let it be known that many are
silently suffering from this in more ways than being sick. Please be kind and show love in all things...
you don’t know what’s really happening in others’ lives.
Pandemic Silver linings Playbook
I have an unpopular opinion. It's not that I like the Pandemic, and I am deeply concerned for those
who are affected financially, socially and physically. I wish it were gone; that it never happened; it's
costing me thousands and I have lost opportunities that I will never get back. BUT, I also have been
forced to make changes which I would never have done otherwise. Scary changes, good changes,
and all-in-all, changes that have improved my lifestyle, my mental health, my overall happiness and
quality of life. Our family has opted for 100% quarantine until there is a vaccine or reliable treatment
for COVID-19. I have severe asthma and my husband has moderate primary hypertension. We have
five children, ages ten to 21 years old. Our two college students were bounced from their campuses in
mid March. We pulled our 10th grader, 8th grader and 4th grader out of school before Spring Break.
Their schools closed during break, so I have all my kids at home again. With complete isolation, we do
not leave our property. Groceries are purchased in bulk every 2-3 months. Deliveries are minimized
with the gate locked and a box for deposits. We are very lucky. Lucky to have plenty of room in the
house- no shared bedrooms, a dedicated gaming room, gym, theater- we don't trip over each other.
We are lucky to have lots of outdoor space- a large garden, chickens for eggs, a swimming pool, a
lake to swim in and fish, trails to hike. We're lucky in so many other ways, too. My ten year old got five
extra months with her older sisters who have been gone for three years and two years respectively. My
oldest brought her boyfriend with her. We have gotten to know him like we never would have in any
other situation. My 16 year old optimistically trains for his junior year cross country season with runs
on the trails. One mile intervals and 5ks all within the gates. In between, he's online with friends, took
a computer course at Harvard, and blasts his music in the gym, getting swole. My oldest has taken
online summer classes at her University, adding a second major to her degree (Cognitive Studies BS,
History BA) and will now graduate in December. If she can't be on campus, she will at least save a
semester's worth of tuition. She has taught herself to clean, card, and hand spin wool from our sheep.
THAT would not have happened during her senior year of college! Purchasing angora wool online,
she has made me two gorgeous sweaters that I treasure. My 19 year old and I watch documentaries
every night and trade books on psychology, religion, philosophy, and psychotherapy. She is entering
her senior year of college too, as a pre-med student, but unlike her sister she will go back to campus
this fall. She has also taken summer classes at her school, and will have an easy senior year. I am
so grateful for the extra, intense time with her. My 13 year old has taken up exotic baking- lemon
squares, peanut butter frosted cakes, cherry pie, red white and blue cupcakes for the fourth of July.
We are taking highly staged photos of each creation to build a Pandemic Bake-Off cookbook. My ten
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year old is my partner in crime- we garden, cook and preserve our bounty together. She hikes to the
blackberry patch with Dad every morning for breakfast this month, while I chase weeds around the
garden before it gets too hot. We have planted gladiolas, marigolds, dahlias and pansies, too. She has
collected a turtle, a skink, and a snake so far, feeding them garden treasures like worms and parsley
tops. She raised ten chicks from hatchlings, learning about life, death and how ending up with 8
chickens is a solid result. She has rescued a dozen caterpillars from the garden and watched them
turn into butterflies that she releases. For me, I have slowed down. I have learned to delegate my
business roles and responsibilities and to trust others to do things their way, and still do them well.
This has been a huge challenge in my life, and I now have something resembling balance between
family and work. I have fantastic employees whom I trust and respect. And I have (finally!) gotten out
of their way. I still work, but my pace is different. And I have found that I love my pandemic lifestyle.
I know this will end. I know this is impossibly hard on so many people. So many of my friends and
family are struggling with work, children, social lives and the unknown. COVID-19 is not fair, and it's not
a good thing. My children need to keep evolving, and they will. Soccer practice, proms, fieldtrips, sleep
overs, chess club, dating, college and bars will eventually claim them back from me. But right now,
Coronavirus has hit pause for a moment on the breakneck pace of my life. Five children in five schools,
8 businesses to run, and acres of property and livestock to manage have had me on a hamster wheel
for too long. I have ignored my husband's pleas for me to take a break. I have believed that I had to do
it all, and that I was the only one who could do it right. But Coronavirus doesn't care how important
I think I am, and I have had no choice but to listen. I think that I may look back on my pandemic
experience with fondness; with a sense of nostalgia for the time when I actually LIVED the life that I
have worked so hard to earn. I hope that my children remember 2020 as a time when they had my
full attention, and when we enjoyed each other, without the million distractions of the modern world,
mine and theirs. This has been a good thing.Ahhh- Kanye is thumping through the floor of my office
as I type. Swole Patrol is in the gym again.... I think I may even miss this.
My 10 year old grandson has gained quite a bit of weight...
My 10 year old grandson has gained a lot of weight due to the sedentary lifestyle that COVID has
forced many of us in to. His school year ended early due to the pandemic. He continued with on line
school. Due to the pandemic, his Mom works from home due to her employer's response to reduce
the spread of COVID. Most of the company's employees are still teleworking. My grandson is usually
active in golf,softball, soccer and basketball. He also liked to spend time with his friends. All that
was cancelled this summer. He spends his days on the Xbox live and eating snacks while his Mom
works form home. Xbox is his main contact with his friends. I worry about his emotional and physical
development and how it is being affected by COVID-19. It seems that school, activities and sports will
be affected for awhile. What are we going to do for our kids?
School support
Throughout the pandemic louisburg schools have been supportive of our children and community.
They not only were quick to adapt to online learning and supporting my children emotionally, but
they were helping my pocket book by supplying food for my children. This outing for food was the
one time each day we left the house for months. To see the smiling faces of their teachers potentially
exposing themselves for the sake of the children and their families. The teachers even held drive
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through good byes to my second grader who will be in a different school this upcoming year. Their
kindness and devotion continues to bring tears to my eyes. With the upcoming school year looming
we cannot forget their efforts and we need to show them that we support them. There will be
additional costs incurred during this school year, no matter what happens, and the schools should
not have to beg families for supply donations to keep all the kids and teachers safe. Allow them to
continue to support the community.
Bourgeoisie Bull****
My county held a last minute meeting, giving 30 minutes notice to vote on the governor mask
proposal before the holiday weekend without allowing community members a voice. My school
district has still not given any insight into how to approach the coming school year amidst the
pandemic. I would love to see a community-based approach to recovery not a bourgeoisie ruling
handed down for re-opening.
Help us to help others promote equality
I am an employee of ECKAN in Miami county. ECKAN provides services to the lower socioeconomic
populations. We watch our families struggle on a day to day basis to provide for their families. I can
not give you one specific family as an example as I have almost forty families that I provide services
to. I can honestly say that thru this COVID19 pandemic I have seen many of my families who went
from just surviving into complete sheer panic mode. This was due to individuals losing their jobs
therefore not having any means to support their families. We as employees were mandated to work
from home, but we continued diligently to provide services to those who needed them. As a team we
worked remotely to help those who were not surviving. Luckily there are organizations such as ours
that do have the resources to help others, but we would not have those resources if it were not for the
community. ECKAN is a not-for-profit organization that offers an array of services to those individuals
in need. Help us to help others in our community.
Keeping Family Safe
Keeping family safe. Priority for everyone, right? Now throw in COVID,taking care of an elderly parent
within your home, working outside the home in a place open to the public so household can be
maintained, Hospice workers coming in to help. Then the questions and decisions......is working
outside the home bringing in more exposure to health compromised parent? How do we pay bills
if you don't work? Hospice workers coming in and out.....helpful but is it worth the risk of more
exposure? Family death, no opportunity to grieve and celebrate life with family and friends. This is
truly an unprecedented time in our lifetime. How do we maneuver through all this? Daily briefings,
online news updates, too much information? Not informed? Who do you listen to? Who is there
to listen to you and give advice? This is not a scenario that is unique to just us; it's going on in a
multitude of homes. How do we move forward with the confidence you are making the best decision
for you and your family?
Surgery Recovery
I had a major shoulder surgery in December of 2019, just before the COVID-19 pandemic hit. During
the first 6 weeks my shoulder had to remain completely immobile, then at the beginning of February
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I was cleared to start intense physical therapy to avoid getting “frozen shoulder.” I work in health care,
so I was unable to work during my recovery. Then COVID hit. In late March I got a call from my physical
therapist telling me that the clinic would be shutting down for the time being to keep everyone
safe. I went for over 2 months without being able to see my physical therapist. Even with doing all
of the exercises I was instructed to do at home I started regressing quickly. When I went to see my
surgeon, he decided I needed another procedure because I was unable to avoid the frozen shoulder
without PT. But of course, it was considered an elective procedures and at that time they weren’t able
to schedule any elective procedures. Finally I was able to have the procedure done in mid June and
am now hoping to get back to work in a few weeks. During this time I have been making 40% of my
normal pay. As a single mother, it has been very difficult to get by. I should have been able to go back
to work in April, but because of all of the circumstances it will now be closer to August. It has been a
horrible time, but I know many others are struggling at this time and have it worse than me.
Progress
A few years ago I started a small business that has gradually been growing. In January I had my
biggest month ever and I was really excited. Then COVID 19 hit and my business took a nose dive. Now
I am wondering if I will ever recover.
School provided large boxed of fresh fruit and vegetables every 2 weeks...
A friend of mine has kids in the Liberty or North KC School district (cant remember). Her school
provided the kids free lunches, but also a free box of fresh fruit and vegetables to help the families
provide healthy meals to their kids at the home. When parents cant work and they are paid hourly
they needed more than just a free lunch for their kids. They needed help staying healthy and getting
their bodies prepared to fight COVID of it had to. A healthy body is more important than ever and
eating healthy is expensive.
No materials
My husband is self employed construction worker and when he went to order supplies for a job there
are no construction material available so he is unable to work without materials.
Moms and Pops -Small Shops in the Time of Covid We are a small family owned winery shop in a
restored historic building. It's hard to make enough to pay the bills in good times, but in the covid
times, visitors have retreated to purchasing next to nothing, just coming in to look.. to take a break
from the heat in the cool air conditioning, or just to kill their sudden abundance of time, chat, and
see that old store they've always heard good things about. Why can't they buy at least a coke? We're
an older couple and our help comes from family members and close friends. We don't want to
jeopardize their health, also my mother is in a nursing home and I have respiratory issues. There's no
way to know whether our tourist visitors have been exposed or where all they've been. We can ask
visitors to wear masks, even bought a mask supply to hand out free, but this is offensive to some as no
one comes in wearing a mask. (Our county also overruled the state mask mandate). Because of our
desire to keep ourselves and our family safe, the decline in sales, and the risk of offending tourists and
guests, it's just easier and sadly, makes more economic sense for us to temporarily close our beloved
old store for the time being.
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Strike Team 5: Workforce Development/
Business Stability
Surviving
My wife was laid off due to Covid. She has been seeking employment since Early March and had
two promising opportunities early on that fell off due to a hiring freeze because of the pandemic.
Unemployment is running out and we are beginning to struggle financially. Need more job
opportunities.
I lost another family to covid...
Twenty-two years of hard work building a business and it could all be lost due to covid 19. This town
needs quality child care so I am trying to stay open and keep my staff employed. The income is about
half what is needed for payroll. Then there is food, insurance, lessons, transportation, rent, and misc.
expenses. I am trying to survive but it is very worry some. If I have to close it will hurt a lot of people.
Hopefully, a vaccine will end this pandemic soon.
We lost 3 more enrollments due to covid or death in our customer base...
So many of the town people depend on us for child care we elected to stay open and run in the red
as long as we can. Now, our income is one half of the payroll. I have kept most of my long time, loyal
staff. Hired college students to help the elementary students with their lessons so the parents will not
have that stress over that. On top of that, a furnace had to be replaced, the food, and utilities need to
be paid, insurance on the kids and building is $2400.00 a month, the mortgage is $5000.00 a month
all of which have to be paid to help our community. We continue to hope and pray for a financial turn
around as we love this community and want to stay in business for another 22 years.
First Day of School Push Back
With schools being pushed back until after Labor Day, this has made it difficult for my family. My
daughter starts preschool this year and I am saddened that she will not get the full experience. I am
also a teacher so it breaks my heart I still will not be able to see my students for another month and a
half. It will be six months since we have been in school and it just kills me to not be in the classroom
teaching my kids.
My Kids Miss School
When schools shut their doors, my family had a wave of emotions. My kids in elementary and middle
school, both cried not understanding how school could be cancelled. We did our best to adjust to
working at home and doing online school work. My kids were sad, and they were depressed. We did
our best to set up fun areas at our home and do face time or Zoom calls with friends or family. I would
love for school districts to make it a priority to open school back up as normal as possible. The social
elements of school are so important to the growth and development of our youth!
Out of work
I had lost my job due to an injury, but was able to continue my part time job due to the fact that it was
a seated position and only about 20 hours a week. When COVID hit and everything was closed down
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My Kids Miss School
When schools shut their doors, my family had a wave of emotions. My kids in elementary and middle
school, both cried not understanding how school could be cancelled. We did our best to adjust to
working at home and doing online school work. My kids were sad, and they were depressed. We did
our best to set up fun areas at our home and do face time or Zoom calls with friends or family. I would
love for school districts to make it a priority to open school back up as normal as possible. The social
elements of school are so important to the growth and development of our youth!
Loss of members and reduced sponsors
Last week the funding for my job is questionable. The funds needed to support my salary are on the
line with reduced sponsorship and members not paying their annual dues.
Scared
As a single mother of two young girls, I remember being so scared when covid first hit in the US. I
was unable to work for 6 weeks due to the nation wide shut down. My savings account was running
out and my bills kept coming in. I remember being scared and feeling helpless, a horrible feeling.
The stimulus check came just in time to keep us current with our finances. I'm hopeful to continue
working and not get sick be able to support my family.
Single mom
A child at my friend's daycare tested positive for covid. The daycare is shut down. She now has to work
full time from home with three children. She is a single mom. This is a huge hardship for her. She
needs to do her job to provide for her family but now must also care for her children while still trying
to do that job.
How Covid-19 has changed us
Our family spends a lot of time together, family dinners multiple nights a week, BBQ's, birthdays,
anniversaries, and just about any other excuse we can think of to get together. When the coronavirus
pandemic hit our region it changed everything. Several members of our family live with asthma,
COPD, and other conditions that make them more susceptible to catching and having complications
with the virus. Because of that social distancing became our new normal, substituting family dinners
with video chatting and many more phone calls to catch up. My grandparents are in their 80's and
live by themselves, but had lead very active lifestyles. They golf, play cards once a week, go to the
movies every Wednesday afternoon, and go out to eat frequently. Social distancing has had them
stuck at home, by themselves, relying upon others and special times to go shopping for necessities.
My grandfather has said on multiple occasions that staying active is what has kept them going for
so long and it appearance as though he might be correct; his health is declining and not due to any
new illness. We've missed so much precious time during all of this, time that will never get back and
moments that we'll never be able to celebrate again with them. I know this pandemic has affected
countless others, many of which have had more severe outcomes than us, but our hearts are heavy
with the sadness and loneliness we've all been experiencing in this difficult time.
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Plan C, D, E, F.....
I was born and grew up in Kansas. Graduated HS the May following 9/11. Graduated with my BA from
KU just as the recession hit. I left Kansas, and the country, to seek job opportunities abroad - got my
MA, started a career, met my husband, started a family and realized how important family was to
me. I immigrated my family back to be with family - well the nation's administrations poor handling
of the virus and Republicans undermining Gov. Kelly's decisions to contain the spread have messed
everything up. My business has had to push back it's launch. My daughter cannot go to school (as
Miami County is not taking things seriously). My family cannot spend time with my children or get to
know the baby. Luckily my husband works for Johnson County and they have been great. We will not
spend our little solo income in Miami County until masks are mandated. Listen to the scientists!!!!!
COVID-19 caused a huge burden on our family
Due to COVID-19, my spouse was unable to attend their scheduled doctors appointments. Being
on a lot of medication and not attending appointments caused my spouse to not be able to reevaluate their medication intake. They ended up passing out and was in the ICU for a week, in critical
condition. Obviously, the bills for this are staggering, especially since I’m not working at the moment.
Staffing Cutbacks: Healthcare Facilities = COVID-19 Society thinks of healthcare workers as being
essential employees who are burned out from care of COVID-19 patients. The reality, however, is that a
significant number of healthcare workers are actually losing work due to COVID-19. Because patients
are afraid to contract this virus, they are discharging home or with family instead of continuing
necessary, physician-ordered care at a new facility (skilled nursing, outpatient services, acute rehab).
Because of this, the majority of our healthcare employees have lost full time hours and many have
been furloughed or laid off entirely. Society does not know about the huge negative impact COVID-19
has on healthcare job security and, in turn, their families. Healthcare facilities are viewed as hubs
for COVID-19 because of the population they serve, and because of the rumors of rampant cases of
the virus in healthcare settings. It would be greatly helpful for Miami County to designate funds to
healthcare facilities to rebuild positive reputation in the community via marketing support, facility
enhancements that encourage the increase of admissions, and ability to return to giving back to the
community they were previously able to support.
No COVID stimulus received
My husband and I did not receive a stimulus check. It was kept for back child support for grown
children (over 18). My husband is sick and unable to work but I make too much money for him to
receive disability. I was working from home but due to internet service being too expensive and poor
service at times I had to return to the office. We have gotten no relief or assistance and were forced to
take out payday loans. We are in terrible debt. I fear we will never recover.
Pre-Covid
2. Our family was definitely thriving before covid. Business, friends, community was all looking up.
Then corona hit and we had to take a step back in order to protect those we love. Now that things are
opening back up we are starting to dream again. New business ventures, new friends, new hobbies.
We believe the rest of 2020 will be fruitful and much like how 2020 began. It has been a crazy year, but
in the end we will choose to grow and change from this corona experience.
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Possible job loss
Hi, I wanted to share about today. I just found out that the business I work for might be shutting done
again due to the nature of the business... we were basically shut down for 3 months already and I and
other employees lost a lot wages. If this business is shut down again the owner may have to close for
good which would effect a lot of people. I am very worried not only for me and my family for the job
loss but also for the community to lose a great successful business that does so much giving back.
Governor, please don’t shut down Kansas again!!!
Having to close my business after the best year ever
I have been in business as an event venue and services for over 8 years and ended 2019 with the best
year yet and was so excited for the 2020 year. We started renovations to the space we lease, we leased
another location to expand services and we were looking to hire full time staff positions. Then Covid
hit and my events were put on hold and then state and county mandates were put in place and
events continue to cancel and postpone and we are unsure as it continues if we will be able to stay
open to even serve the ones postponed into 2021. So in a 6 month time frame myself and my family
have seen a time of thriving quickly taken away and left to wonder if we will survive.
Do we or don't we?
I am an educator first and foremost. I have had the passion for education since I was 8 years old and
I'm now 57. It's a long time to be helping others. When COVID-19 hit, our world turned upside down.
I had to figure out how to continue to educate adult education students, who have many barriers,
including food, housing, transportation etc. Their worlds are full of trauma. I was also asked to keep
the alternative high school kids moving forward through distance education. It was almost impossible
because the kids and the adults needed the human contact. Just yesterday I held a staff meeting
regarding the issues of COVID-19, the mandates, the mask, what the county commissioners voted,
and the list goes on and on. I have to stay in the middle. I have a job to do. I have to find ways to keep
our programs moving forward in an impossible situation.Am I angry? Yes! BUT I also realize how I
need to channel those feelings. Unfortunately, Others feel differently. Where do we go? How do we do
this? My heart aches for our country because this has become an impossible situation.
Struggling to care for the disabled and the elderly -- and not just during a pandemic.
My 84-year-old mother, who is now suffering from dementia, had to be transferred to St. Anthony's
in Olathe for an evaluation. There, she fell twice and is now in Life Care Center for rehabilitation. There
are scant resources in Miami County for her and her daughter, age 65, who has has cerebral palsy.
As far as that goes, the resources in Johnson County are limited. Surely, there ought to be some
facility capable of performing geriatric psychological evaluations safely and reliably in a state with
an increasing aging population? Our doctor in Miami County, Jonathan Newkirk, plus caregivers
at Vintage Park at Osawatomie didn't have current information about where to send a patient for
such an evaluation. The former facility that did them, Shawnee Mission Medical Center, bounced
my mother to St. Anthony's, which the director of nursing described as a baby hospital barely off the
ground. It must be. They lost track of my mother, who they later found lying in another patient's room
on the floor, apparently after a fall. She was mobile at that time. She's been confined to a wheelchair
or bed since then. She's slowly learning to reuse her walker after nearly four weeks.
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such an evaluation. The former facility that did them, Shawnee Mission Medical Center, bounced
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on the floor, apparently after a fall. She was mobile at that time. She's been confined to a wheelchair
or bed since then. She's slowly learning to reuse her walker after nearly four weeks.
I have 5 kid and married 1 person working...
I am a mom of 5 living at home we have 1 income when schools let out for covid we could not afford
internet connection or monthly fees. All other areas offered free or cheep net with no connection
fees. But not us and the schools said hot spots from phone companies we could use thoses they were
still spendy to add on esp when they had hours cut and living on a budget we liked the homeschool
just was very hard to do my kids had to walk to the library and sit outside to do there school work it
would be nice to have free internet or dirt cheap with no connection fees for people with school aged
kids for them to be home schooled And a idea for miami esp lousburg to add to the town would be a
splash pad for younger kids to do and mabey a skate park. Get kids active and outside more there is
not much for kids to do. Ok since the face mask has started i have gotten picked on and mean looks
and followed at stores becouse i can not wear a mask so i have gotten to the point we tracked to small
towns to shop it may not be mandated here but some people can not get over that thank you
City of osawatomie shut off my electricity even tho i had no job...
City of osawatomie shut off my electricity even tho i made a $200.00 payment. I lost my job due to
covid 19 and they do not allow payments, bill has to be paid in full even tho i had a water leak found
and then i fixed. They told me to contact the churches. No flexibility and no compassion during the
heat with 3 kids at home as well
My daughter's immune system is compromised...
My daughter's immune system is compromised due to having viral meningitis and Guillain Barre
syndrome when she was 12 and the fact that she has chronic histoplasmosis from raising chickens
and working around construction sites. Her boyfriend's sister works in a healthcare office and they
wear masks but one of her co-workers just tested positive. The co-worker is asystematic and has no
symptoms but my daughter and her daughter and boyfriend were at the lake house with the sister all
weekend. Now they had to be tested and can't work or go to school until their tests come back. I can't
see my daughter or grand-daughter now because I have a mild case of copd and they are afraid of my
getting it from them.
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My Leaders Have Failed Me
My hands were shaking. After years of playing the role of the tough man who isn't afraid of
anything, I was terrified. Not terrified for myself, but terrified for the people I love. For my 80-year old
grandparents. For my mother who suffers from chronic respiratory issues that have already caused an
extended hospital stay. For my 60- year old father who is a lifelong smoker. For my siblings who have
severe asthma. I was terrified for my coworkers in the room, most of whom all fell under the blanket
term of high risk. This fear was an instinctual reaction to the plans for restarting my place of work. As
a state employee, I knew that reopening was coming, but sitting in the meeting and hearing about
plans to have hundreds of people (many of whom are under the age of 18) walking through our front
door in mere weeks was jarring. Kansas spent weeks with all its doors shut while only dealing with a
relatively small number of COVID-19 cases. Now I am being told that I would be surrounded by people
right when the number of new cases is spiking? Where is the logic in that? That's like heading to
the storm cellar on a clear, sunny day and then only coming out once you see a funnel cloud. I have
already spent weeks hearing about how safe we are living in a rural community with a small number
of cases, how only about 5% of COVID-19 cases are fatal, and how we will be fine if everyone stays 6 feet
apart and wears masks. But I know that saying we only have a small number of cases is like saying
you don't have to worry about your house being on fire because it's only in one room. The problem
with fire is that it spreads. Quickly. And every minute you waste while it burns, it gets twice as hard
to contain. This virus is a fire. The deadliest fire our modern society has ever dealt with. If you aren't
worried because only 5 percent of COVID patients die, think of the 20 people you love in this world.
Now pick which of them you are willing to lose. There's your 5%. Finally, please do wear your mask
and stay as far away from me as you can. But don't you dare tell me that that is the solution to the
problem. I wear my mask every single day because I care enough about the people around me to try
to keep them alive. Unfortunately, it has become apparent that many people around me don't care
about me enough to deal with warm faces or foggy glasses. At the end of the meeting, I knew we
weren't ready for what's coming. I know we aren't ready for what's coming. So now I get to spend each
day trying to hide the fear of catching the virus at work and then giving it to a relative. Because I know
that, if I lose a family member from this virus, I will spend the rest of my life wondering if I had given
then the illness that caused their death. I know that I couldn't live happily with the nagging idea that I
had inadvertently killed someone I love. Today is my first full day back at work. I am still terrified...
They took the car
Last week my husbands company car was picked up. He has been with the company for 23 years;
literally the only job he’s ever had. Since he was in the restaurant business, Covid shut the doors and
eventually cost him his entire career. This is not a mom and pop restaurant. A major chain of dine
in restaurants. He was furloughed at the end of March, then told he is being laid off completely by
July 31. I’ve worked at home for ten years and make a fraction of his income so I could be home with
our four children and my mother, who we take care of. I’m still working, but if we didn’t have the
added unemployment benefits we would have already lost our home. We are losing our insurance
this month, because it costs too much for us to pay it on our own. He’s been searching for jobs daily
but no one in his field of expertise is hiring due to instability at this time. We gave our oldest son my
husbands car when he got the company car, so we are now down by one and have to get repairs on
the one I have to drive. So when they took the car it hit home. It’s been a rough few months. We have
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anxiety daily but can’t let the kids know...we pray and turn to God and know his timing will be perfect,
but in our imperfect humanity we cry and rage as well at the feeling of helplessness. These are
troubled times and they will pass, and we will keep our faith..but please let it be known that many are
silently suffering from this in more ways than being sick. Please be kind and show love in all things...
you don’t know what’s really happening in others’ lives.
Pandemic Silver linings Playbook
I have an unpopular opinion. It's not that I like the Pandemic, and I am deeply concerned for those
who are affected financially, socially and physically. I wish it were gone; that it never happened; it's
costing me thousands and I have lost opportunities that I will never get back. BUT, I also have been
forced to make changes which I would never have done otherwise. Scary changes, good changes,
and all-in-all, changes that have improved my lifestyle, my mental health, my overall happiness and
quality of life. Our family has opted for 100% quarantine until there is a vaccine or reliable treatment
for COVID-19. I have severe asthma and my husband has moderate primary hypertension. We have
five children, ages ten to 21 years old. Our two college students were bounced from their campuses in
mid March. We pulled our 10th grader, 8th grader and 4th grader out of school before Spring Break.
Their schools closed during break, so I have all my kids at home again. With complete isolation, we do
not leave our property. Groceries are purchased in bulk every 2-3 months. Deliveries are minimized
with the gate locked and a box for deposits. We are very lucky. Lucky to have plenty of room in the
house- no shared bedrooms, a dedicated gaming room, gym, theater- we don't trip over each other.
We are lucky to have lots of outdoor space- a large garden, chickens for eggs, a swimming pool, a
lake to swim in and fish, trails to hike. We're lucky in so many other ways, too. My ten year old got five
extra months with her older sisters who have been gone for three years and two years respectively. My
oldest brought her boyfriend with her. We have gotten to know him like we never would have in any
other situation. My 16 year old optimistically trains for his junior year cross country season with runs
on the trails. One mile intervals and 5ks all within the gates. In between, he's online with friends, took
a computer course at Harvard, and blasts his music in the gym, getting swole. My oldest has taken
online summer classes at her University, adding a second major to her degree (Cognitive Studies BS,
History BA) and will now graduate in December. If she can't be on campus, she will at least save a
semester's worth of tuition. She has taught herself to clean, card, and hand spin wool from our sheep.
THAT would not have happened during her senior year of college! Purchasing angora wool online,
she has made me two gorgeous sweaters that I treasure. My 19 year old and I watch documentaries
every night and trade books on psychology, religion, philosophy, and psychotherapy. She is entering
her senior year of college too, as a pre-med student, but unlike her sister she will go back to campus
this fall. She has also taken summer classes at her school, and will have an easy senior year. I am
so grateful for the extra, intense time with her. My 13 year old has taken up exotic baking- lemon
squares, peanut butter frosted cakes, cherry pie, red white and blue cupcakes for the fourth of July.
We are taking highly staged photos of each creation to build a Pandemic Bake-Off cookbook. My ten
year old is my partner in crime- we garden, cook and preserve our bounty together. She hikes to the
blackberry patch with Dad every morning for breakfast this month, while I chase weeds around the
garden before it gets too hot. We have planted gladiolas, marigolds, dahlias and pansies, too. She has
collected a turtle, a skink, and a snake so far, feeding them garden treasures like worms and parsley
tops. She raised ten chicks from hatchlings, learning about life, death and how ending up with 8
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chickens is a solid result. She has rescued a dozen caterpillars from the garden and watched them
turn into butterflies that she releases. For me, I have slowed down. I have learned to delegate my
business roles and responsibilities and to trust others to do things their way, and still do them well.
This has been a huge challenge in my life, and I now have something resembling balance between
family and work. I have fantastic employees whom I trust and respect. And I have (finally!) gotten out
of their way. I still work, but my pace is different. And I have found that I love my pandemic lifestyle.
I know this will end. I know this is impossibly hard on so many people. So many of my friends and
family are struggling with work, children, social lives and the unknown. COVID-19 is not fair, and it's not
a good thing. My children need to keep evolving, and they will. Soccer practice, proms, fieldtrips, sleep
overs, chess club, dating, college and bars will eventually claim them back from me. But right now,
Coronavirus has hit pause for a moment on the breakneck pace of my life. Five children in five schools,
8 businesses to run, and acres of property and livestock to manage have had me on a hamster wheel
for too long. I have ignored my husband's pleas for me to take a break. I have believed that I had to do
it all, and that I was the only one who could do it right. But Coronavirus doesn't care how important
I think I am, and I have had no choice but to listen. I think that I may look back on my pandemic
experience with fondness; with a sense of nostalgia for the time when I actually LIVED the life that I
have worked so hard to earn. I hope that my children remember 2020 as a time when they had my
full attention, and when we enjoyed each other, without the million distractions of the modern world,
mine and theirs. This has been a good thing.Ahhh- Kanye is thumping through the floor of my office
as I type. Swole Patrol is in the gym again.... I think I may even miss this.
My 10 year old grandson has gained quite a bit of weight...
My 10 year old grandson has gained a lot of weight due to the sedentary lifestyle that COVID has
forced many of us in to. His school year ended early due to the pandemic. He continued with on line
school. Due to the pandemic, his Mom works from home due to her employer's response to reduce
the spread of COVID. Most of the company's employees are still teleworking. My grandson is usually
active in golf,softball, soccer and basketball. He also liked to spend time with his friends. All that
was cancelled this summer. He spends his days on the Xbox live and eating snacks while his Mom
works form home. Xbox is his main contact with his friends. I worry about his emotional and physical
development and how it is being affected by COVID-19. It seems that school, activities and sports will
be affected for awhile. What are we going to do for our kids?
School support
Throughout the pandemic louisburg schools have been supportive of our children and community.
They not only were quick to adapt to online learning and supporting my children emotionally, but
they were helping my pocket book by supplying food for my children. This outing for food was the
one time each day we left the house for months. To see the smiling faces of their teachers potentially
exposing themselves for the sake of the children and their families. The teachers even held drive
through good byes to my second grader who will be in a different school this upcoming year. Their
kindness and devotion continues to bring tears to my eyes. With the upcoming school year looming
we cannot forget their efforts and we need to show them that we support them. There will be
additional costs incurred during this school year, no matter what happens, and the schools should
not have to beg families for supply donations to keep all the kids and teachers safe. Allow them to
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continue to support the community.
Bourgeoisie Bull****

My county held a last minute meeting, giving 30 minutes notice to vote on the

governor mask proposal before the holiday weekend without allowing community members a voice.
My school district has still not given any insight into how to approach the coming school year amidst
the pandemic. I would love to see a community-based approach to recovery not a bourgeoisie ruling
handed down for re-opening.
Help us to help others promote equality
I am an employee of ECKAN in Miami county. ECKAN provides services to the lower socioeconomic
populations. We watch our families struggle on a day to day basis to provide for their families. I can
not give you one specific family as an example as I have almost forty families that I provide services
to. I can honestly say that thru this COVID19 pandemic I have seen many of my families who went
from just surviving into complete sheer panic mode. This was due to individuals losing their jobs
therefore not having any means to support their families. We as employees were mandated to work
from home, but we continued diligently to provide services to those who needed them. As a team we
worked remotely to help those who were not surviving. Luckily there are organizations such as ours
that do have the resources to help others, but we would not have those resources if it were not for the
community. ECKAN is a not-for-profit organization that offers an array of services to those individuals
in need. Help us to help others in our community.
Keeping Family Safe
Keeping family safe. Priority for everyone, right? Now throw in COVID,taking care of an elderly parent
within your home, working outside the home in a place open to the public so household can be
maintained, Hospice workers coming in to help. Then the questions and decisions......is working
outside the home bringing in more exposure to health compromised parent? How do we pay bills
if you don't work? Hospice workers coming in and out.....helpful but is it worth the risk of more
exposure? Family death, no opportunity to grieve and celebrate life with family and friends. This is
truly an unprecedented time in our lifetime. How do we maneuver through all this? Daily briefings,
online news updates, too much information? Not informed? Who do you listen to? Who is there
to listen to you and give advice? This is not a scenario that is unique to just us; it's going on in a
multitude of homes. How do we move forward with the confidence you are making the best decision
for you and your family?
Surgery Recovery
I had a major shoulder surgery in December of 2019, just before the COVID-19 pandemic hit. During
the first 6 weeks my shoulder had to remain completely immobile, then at the beginning of February
I was cleared to start intense physical therapy to avoid getting “frozen shoulder.” I work in health care,
so I was unable to work during my recovery. Then COVID hit. In late March I got a call from my physical
therapist telling me that the clinic would be shutting down for the time being to keep everyone
safe. I went for over 2 months without being able to see my physical therapist. Even with doing all
of the exercises I was instructed to do at home I started regressing quickly. When I went to see my
surgeon, he decided I needed another procedure because I was unable to avoid the frozen shoulder
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without PT. But of course, it was considered an elective procedures and at that time they weren’t able
to schedule any elective procedures. Finally I was able to have the procedure done in mid June and
am now hoping to get back to work in a few weeks. During this time I have been making 40% of my
normal pay. As a single mother, it has been very difficult to get by. I should have been able to go back
to work in April, but because of all of the circumstances it will now be closer to August. It has been a
horrible time, but I know many others are struggling at this time and have it worse than me.
Progress
A few years ago I started a small business that has gradually been growing. In January I had my
biggest month ever and I was really excited. Then COVID 19 hit and my business took a nose dive. Now
I am wondering if I will ever recover.
No materials
My husband is self employed construction worker and when he went to order supplies for a job there
are no construction material available so he is unable to work without materials.
Moms and Pops -Small Shops in the Time of Covid
We are a small family owned winery shop in a restored historic building. It's hard to make enough
to pay the bills in good times, but in the covid times, visitors have retreated to purchasing next to
nothing, just coming in to look.. to take a break from the heat in the cool air conditioning, or just to kill
their sudden abundance of time, chat, and see that old store they've always heard good things about.
Why can't they buy at least a coke? We're an older couple and our help comes from family members
and close friends. We don't want to jeopardize their health, also my mother is in a nursing home and
I have respiratory issues. There's no way to know whether our tourist visitors have been exposed or
where all they've been. We can ask visitors to wear masks, even bought a mask supply to hand out
free, but this is offensive to some as no one comes in wearing a mask. (Our county also overruled the
state mask mandate). Because of our desire to keep ourselves and our family safe, the decline in sales,
and the risk of offending tourists and guests, it's just easier and sadly, makes more economic sense for
us to temporarily close our beloved old store for the time being.
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Miami County – Education Strike Team Members
Member Name

Title/Position

Organization

Nick Antista

School Principal

Wea Catholic Church

Brian Biermann

Superintendent

Louisburg USD 416

Adam Borth

Vice President of Academic
Affairs

Fort Scott Community
College

Justin Burchett

Superintendent

Osawatomie USD 367

Clara Cox

Head Start Director

ECKAN - Head Start

Gianna Gariglietti

President/CEO

Lakemary Center

Michelle Gavin

Principal

Holy Trinity School

Marilu Goodyear

Associate Professor

University of Kansas

Kiley Heine

MPA Fellow

University of Kansas

Shane Krull

County Administrator

Miami County

Brenda Krumm

Dean of Outreach and
Workforce Development

Neosho County Community
College

Steve Lyman

Financial Manager

Miami County

Amanda Martell

VP of Children's Services

Lakemary Center

Janet McRae

Director

Miami County Economic
Development

Matt Meek

Superintendent

Paola USD 368

Callie Peace

Director

Parents as Teachers

Abbie Powell

Director

Marais des Cygnes Extension
District

George Pretz

County Commissioner

Miami County

Marcy Seaman

Director of Special
Ed/Principal

Lakemary Center

Karen Ulanski

Director

Paola Adult Education Center

Elisa Waldman

Dean, Continuing Education

Johnson County Community
College

Miami County COVID-19 Recovery Fund Allocation Proposal Template
Required Proposal Information
Program or Project
Title
Name of
Organization(s)
Involved
Primary
Organization
Program/Project
Already Exists

Program/Project
Goal and
Description

Including
Expenditure
Categories

Distance Learning, Economic Support, Expenses associated with the issuance of tax anticipation notes, Improvements to telework
capabilities of FTE's, Medical expenses, Payroll for public health and safety employees, Public health expenses, Transferred to other
governments, Other COVID-19 related expenses that are eligible and reasonably necessary to the function of government.

Expenditure
Category
Program/Project's
Timeline (Must be
Completed by Dec.
30th)
1
Table categories from the 7/15/2020 “County Direct Aid Planning Document” by the Kansas Recovery Office

Miami County COVID-19 Recovery Fund Allocation Proposal Template
Meets the CARES
Act Requirements
Populations
Impacted by
Program/Project
At-risk Populations
Impacted by
Program/Project

2
Table categories from the 7/15/2020 “County Direct Aid Planning Document” by the Kansas Recovery Office

